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tigation 


The Department's inves or 2 seed situation in Europe, 
Which was begun in January, is nearing completion. Mr. W. A. Wheeler, 
who represented the Bureau of Markets,has returned, and Dr. A. J. Pieters, 
who represented toe Bureau of ee industry, is expected to return in a 


short time. 
Together the men visited the United. Kingdom, Franee, and Ital; 
levis return, 0r, eae hoe remained for an investigation 


After Mr. Whee for an i 

of the conditions in Belgium and? joLiand. The general results of their 
work in the first three esas mentioned are given below. Information 
will be given for Belgium and Holland later. 


THe OUTLOOK FOR FIELD SEEDS 
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Prior to the investigation, there had been considerable demand 
from England for American red clover se ed ae it was apparent tnat tne 
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than the adsolute requirements for sowing 

Acting’ uwoon the request of the Department of Agriculture, the War 
Trade Board had allotted $3,000,000 pounds of red clover seed for export 
to the United Kingdom. After intarviewing British efficials and seedsman, 
the Department's representatives nave concluded that the allotment, to- 
@ether witn seed from other sources, would 33 ample for planting require- 
ments in tae United Kingdom. 


: The tmited Kingdom imports clover 3: 


. Seed from Brittany, france, being prererre ndi- 
P tions in France, in the absence of accurats statistics, it appeared te 
the. Department's representatives tnat there was ne surplus of red clover 
Seed in Frence and that any supplies exported would have to be replaced 
by imports. However,it was learmed taat Italy nad a surplus and was ex- 
3 hited further expor- 


tation of red clover seed to England. It was inp 
securate estimates as to France’s ocesible requir 

In the United Kingdom American red clover s 
over all other imported seed. With the dealers it rank 
their best home-grown product, The dealers are very muca concerned as to 
the immediate owtlock. There arse no oc eee top them that-the prodcuc~ 
tion, either in England or in the United States, will attain in the very 


“year future the normal record of prewar years: 
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porting to both France and England. France sas proai 
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Considerable white clover seed is imported by the United Kingdom 
from the United States every year. No restrictions have teen placed 
upon exports from the United States, because white clover does not occu- 
py the important place in American agriculture as does red clover. In 
England, however, it is a very important component of the moadows and 
pastures. A form of white clover known in the British Isles as "wild 
white clover" has come into prominence during the past few years. This ; 
seed is gathered from very old fields in certain portions of England and 
is supposed to represent a longer-lived and more preductive form than 7 
other white clover. At the time of the visit the prices ranged from 20 
to 25 shillings ($4.75 to $6.00) per pound, while ordinary white clover 
from the United States and other sources was from 25 to 50 per cent 
higher than in the United States. 


Timo thy 


The demands for timothy seed in the United Kingdom, France, and 
Italy for their own planting are very small, and it is impossible at the 
present time to estimate with any degree of accuracy the Continental de- 
mands as a whole. The exports of timothy seed from. the United States to 
Europe in the past have been largely for-the central European countries. — 
It is impossible now, under the unsettled conditions in those countries, — 
to estimate their requirements. They undovbtedly will need large quan- 
tities of timothy seed, probably in excess of prewar requirements. It 
is possible that some of the wholesale dealers in the United Kingdom may 
endeavor to anticipate the Continental demands. Any large orders from 
the United Kingdom in the near future can be regarded as largely for 
distribution to Continental countries, since British home needs are small. 
It is the feeling that conditions will permit the delivery of seed to . 
central European countries in sufficient time for fall sowing this year. 
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Redtop fod 

: Sf 

The redtop seed situation is very similar to that of timothy, al 

except that it does not occupy so important a place as timothy. The de- 
mands in the United Kingdom and France for their own planting are light. 
: ' » 


Rye Grasses 
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Among the most important field seed imports into the United States 
from the United Kingdom are the rye grasses. The conditions in this © 
industry practically are normal. It is roughly estimated that the annus 
production is approximately 30,000 long tons (67,200,000 pounds). About 
two-thirds of the crop is perennial and one-third Ttalian, The seed is. 
exported largely by wholesale dealers of Belfast, Glasgow, and Edinturgh. 
About five-sixths of the total production is exported, and the United — 
States is one of the leading customers. About five-sixths of the mer- 
chantable rye-grass seed produced in the United Kingdom is grown in the 


northeastern pant of Ireland and the remainder in Scotland, principally 
in Ayrshire. The seed is growm also in Aberdeenshire and other places 
. ery little is considered suitable for ex- 
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fon ef Scotiand, but 


Orchard Grass, or Cocksfoot 


In the past the larger part of the imports of orchard grass into 
the United: Kingdom have been from the United States and New Zealand. In 
recent years. Denmark has been offering considerable seed which, because 
of its oetter average appearance and purity, has vreference over some of 
the American seed. With improved methods of culture and grading on the 
part of American growers and dealers, it is believed that the American 
seed would regain favor in the British markets, and that possibly there 
would be an increase over the former trade. 


"Meadow Pescus 
The meadow fescue produced in the United States before the war 
waS largely exported to European countries. During the war the trade was 
greatly reduced and American production was curtailed because of no lar 
home demand. The British dealers hope that some meadow fescue will be 
orfered by American dealers in the near future. To take care of the 
demand, it is recognized that possibly the acreage Roald have to be in- 
Creased up to but not in excess of the prewar acreage. The foreign demand 
is not sufficient to warrant any substantial increase over the normal. 
If the meadow fescue region in eastern Kansas would plant a normal acreage, 
it is thought that this would be sufficient. 


Kentucky Bluegrass 


Dealers interviewed in Europe were very much interested in the 
possibility of obtaining the higher grades of Kentucky bluegrass. They 
are coming te know the better grades and do not like to take light-weight 
seed, or seed containing a large percentage of chaff. A large item of 
cost is represented by transportation and they recognize that it is fool- 

ish to vay high rates on light chaffy seed. There seems to prevail 
throughout the whole British seed trade a tendency toward high-quality 
seeds. Consideraole low-grade seed of all kinds passes through British 
hands, but much of it is reexported. 


VEGETABLE AND ROOT CROP SEEDS 


Sugar Beet 





There is no root crop #n which the Eurapean countries are so 
greatly interested at the present time as the sugar beet. Russia was 
the chief source of supply. At the present time, England, France, and 
‘Italy are all looking for sugar beet in order to restored and develop the 
sugar industries. I+ appeared that these countries do not have a suf- 
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ficient supply of the seed for this season's requirements. The United 
States is able to produce about one-tuird of its requirements and has_ 
sufficient supply for this season and for a portion of next year's needs. 
However, much of the sugar-beet. seed stocks both in European countries 
and the United States at the present is of low germination because some a 
of it has been kept for several years. The exact British and French re 
‘Quirements could not be learned, but it is estimated that Italy's re-— es 
quirements for what is supposed to be a normal acreage are approximately 
2-1/2 million pounds. The Italians hope to develop profitable seed pro- 
ducing areas within their ow borders. i 


Turnip and Rutabaga 

It is thought that England will be able to eety normal quan teen © = 

ties of turnip and rutabaga seed. They have done everything possibie to 
maintain normal production. It appears that stocks are adequate, and 4 

the indications are that this: year's crop will meet the export demands. ie 

The harvesting last year was very difficult under the conditions so that 

some of the ssed has depreciated in qwlity while waiting in the- field 

to be hulled or threshed. A considerable Bg ee was still in the stacks 

in February and may not become availabls this season's planting. 
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Vegstable Seed Outlock in France 


It appears that the growers in France expect to plant a normal 
acreage of practically all vegetable-seed crops this season, with an in- 
crease in some cases to anticipate a demand from Central Europe and else- 
where. The supplies in France at present ar2 adequate for their own usé, ~ 
and the larger dealers thought that they could take care of Belgium's ~~ 
requirements and also export some.seed to eee ee ae countries when 
conditions permit. 

American-grown vegetable seeds are now competing in the principal | 
markets of the world with those grown in France. The French growers hay 
an advantage in the age of their business and in their intensive ne thctiee 
of culture. .On the other hand, the Pacific Coast growers of the United _ 
States have the advantage of a climate conducive to producing and harvest- 
ing a better quality of seed. If the growers of the United States will — 
not 2llow extensive cultivation to interfere with intensive and careful. 
handling of stocks, they may look for an increase in foreign demand. 
However, if the American growers expect to cater to European demands, t 
must grow those varieties which are adapted to European conditions and 
for which there is a European demand. u 
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SEED TRADE RELATIONS 


Hamburg was the seed marketing center of Europe before the war, 
_It not only handled the home-grown seeds for export, but also assembled -] 
for export the surplus production of many other Buropaan countries. 1 his 
particularly was true of French and Russian seeds. The large part nf 
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the French seed imported by the United States, except vegetable seeds 
rownh under contract. for American accoumt, came through Hamburg or other 
seed markets in Germany. Hamburg not only engaged extensively in export- 
ing kuropean seeds, but also served as an important distributing centre 
for Eurcpés's imports from America and other overseas! countries. How- 
ever, Hamburg was not very important as a medium between the United 
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Aingdom and the United States, although it did handle a considerable 
portion of this trade in both directions. At present it seems that the 
wholesale seed concerns of London, Edinburgh ,Glassow, and Belfast are 
bidding for Continental trade, with London as the important distributing 
center. 

The Seed Trade Association of the United Kingdem passed a resolu- 
tion at a meeting in January agreeing not to trade with Germany for a 
period of five years. The action of the asscciation, however, does not 
Seem to express a unanimous opinion of the dealers. There is a feeling 
among the trade that it will be necessary to resume at a very early date 
the seed trade with Germany. It was the belief that even though some 
restrictions may be desirable it will be necessary to supply Germany with 
certain seeds and, in some cases, to obtain seeds from Germany. Develop- 
ments of course will await the signing of peace and possibly the attitude 
of the association may be changed thereafter. 

There seems to be no serious reason why American seedsmen can not 
establish and miintain direct trade relations with French dealers, rather 
than operate through other European countries as was largely the practice 
before the war. It is a matter of establishing preper business contacts 
and adjusting methods and standards to meet the peculiar requirements. 

An important factor is that the Germans used their own variety names and 
grades for the American seeds which they traded to France, so that in 
many cases the French dealers and consumers de net mow the American 
names nor understand the American grades.. It will be necessary in such 
cases to learn the Germn variety and grade designations and educate the 
French dealers to recognize the varieties and grades under the names by 
which they purchased them formerly. 


PORTO RICAN PINEAPPLE EXPORTS 


The Porto Rico Fruit Exchange estimates the 1919 supply of pine- 
‘apples for export at 200,000 crates, with an average of 3C pineapples 
per crate. 


CANADIAN GRAIN EXCHANGE DELEGATION TO VISIT ENGLAND 
The State Department received, under date of March 13, the follow- 


ing communication from the American Consul at Fort William, Ontario, 
Canada, relative to the coming visit of a Cansdian delegation to England 
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for conference with British officials on the reléase of the export 
plus of the 1918 wheat crop: 























"In a few days there will sail for London, England, a dele- 
gation reoresenting the following grain exchanges of Canada: 
m Willicm and Port Artnur, Winnipeg, Montreal, and Toronto. 

"The odject.of the trip is to confer with the "Briti sh of- 
ficials and make arrangements for release of the 1919 Canadian 
wheat crop, so that it may be sold in the open market, as before 
the war. 

"The delegate from the grain exchange of Fort William and 7 
‘Port Arthur is its secretary, Mr. Charles Birkett. Mr. Birkett 
nas recentiy been elected secretary. also of the association of 
&1l the grain exchanges of Canada. 

' "The 1318 Canadian export wheat crop (about 70,000,000 bush- 

els) is practically all yet in Canada. All the grain elevators 
are bulging.with it, an@ even every possible steamer is a store- ood j 
house therefor. No vessals have wintered here this: season, et 
being 2t the lower lake ports filled with wheat. - ote 

"Arrangemen ts have just been completed with the British Wheat 
‘Export Company whereby this 1918 wheat will be sold at the price 
fixed by the CGovernment--namely, $2.45 a bushel (for tasis No. 1 
North ern), and will be carried abroad in vessels furnished by 
Great Britain. 

"The wuiloading of the vessels in the epee lake Bere will 
begin immediately, so that they will be available as soon as 
navigation opens (expec ted unusvally early this season, probably 
April 1) to take the wheat from the elevators in Fort William 
ses Fort Arthur, Ontario. 

"The amount of wheat-in these head-of-the-lakes elevators 
(33 in mumber) . on March 8, 1919, was 29,387; anaes bushels, as 
compared with 5, 194,293 bushels & year ago." 


INQUIRY FROM sapere FOR QUOTATIONS ON FOOD PRODUCTS 


The American Consul at Athens, Greece, under date of March pie 
cabled the Department of State that quotations are desired on 1,C00 
of sugar, 2,000 tons of flour, 2,000 tons of wheat, and 500 tone of < ffe 
c.i.f. Piraeus or Constantinople, against confirmed credit in New York. 
The name and address of the importer desiring these quotations will De 

furnished upen application to the Bureau of Markets. re 
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CONDENSED MILK TRADE IN HONGKONG 


The following comprehensive report, dated February 10, on the 
condensed. milk trade in Hongkong was received by the State Department 
from the American Consul General at. Hongkong. It shows how the war has 
affected the import of condensed milk from Europe and laid a foundation 
for an increasingly large trade in American condensed milk. 


"There has been an extraordinary trade in condensed milk 
through Hongkong ddring the past ae The total-imports into - 
the colony from all countries amounted to a value of $4,077,606, 
of which a value of $3,611,500 came eee the United States and 
$466,106 from'all other countries. The extraordinary volume of 
the trade.during the year is accounted for mostly by military 
requirements. The normal import of condensed milk into Hong- 
kong in recent years had amounted to about 100,000 cases, valued 
at something like $1,200,000 gold. Five years ago it amounted 
to not more than a third of this volume. 

"There. has been a great. increase in the use of condensed milk 
by the Chinese in South China in normal times, however, chiefly 
for the use of infants and old people; and the trade just before 
the war broke out was assuming very much larger proportions. At 
that time there was considerable trouble with the competition of 
low-grade milks mostly from Japan in tins made up ta resemble 
the higher grade American and European products. 

"With the advent of war and the immense demand for milk for 
troops and people in devastated coumtries the price of good milk 
went beyond the reach of ordinary Chinese consumption, but, of 
course, tne demand for military purposes even in this field more 
than made up the differences. Mesopotamia drew upon this market, 
or rather upon the American and Australian markets through Hong- 
kong, for military purposes; and this demand for Mesopotamia and 
also the demand for American milk in the East Indies to supply a 
trade formerly securing its milk from Europe accounts for the: 
extraordinarily large imports during the past year. The course 
of the trade during the year is indicated by the following table: 


Imports of Condensed Milk into Hongkong, 1918 








- March ¢ June “September * December - Total 
Imports from ~ . : : 2 A : 

eee i uerter “quarter: guarter - quarter - 
United States. : $162,885: $271, 728: $2, O44 687:$2, 132, 140: $3, 611,5 
Other Pombo ae: 3,757: 84,559: 141, 1, 639: 536 151: - 466, ee 


Total . 2 $166, 642: $356, 347: $2, 18 aig ts 56,520: oe 308, 291: 9) oh O77 F077, 006 
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"The above figures cover imports of all kinds of tinned 
milk and cream. There are no statistics of the irports of 
previous years. Of these imports the immensely larger por- 
tion was for purely military purposes, although they are in 
addition to large amounts of milk imported by naval and 
military authorities direct which did not come into the 
trade returns of the port. The exports noted by the import 
and export office in the same way amounted to a value of 
about $3,700,000. Aside from the exports for military pur-— 
poses, the bulk of the trade has been abnormal, in that much 
of the supplies went to countries to the south of Hongxong 
rather than into the interior, where, as above indicated, 
consumption fell off because of unusually high prices. 

"There is considerable speculation as to the future of 
this trade. Previous to the war the bulk of the trade was. 
in Swiss milk. American goods, particularly several com- 
paratively new brands from the Pacific coast, had commenced. 
to come into the trade in increasing strength and bid fair 
to secure their full share of the trade. Australian milk 
elso commenced to be felt in competition, and during. the 
war increasing quantities of Australian milk have come into 
this field. The principal. European milk concerns represent— 
ed in Hongkong have supplied mech of their trade during the 
war with Australian ard American milk. Whether conditions 
in Europe will. become nearly enough normal to permit the 
resumption of prewar trade in milk in the near future seems 
very doubtful; and in the meanwhile American and, to some .. 

extent, Australian milks have been more or less thoroughly 
introduced, with the result that in the future. they will be 
able to compete with the European products on mach more even. 
terms. Present indications are for an indefinite continuance ~ 
of the demand for American milk upon a scale not existing 
before the war." 


LARGE ORDER FROM EUROPE FOR LARD SUBSTITUTES 


The Food Administration, during the week ending March 22, receive: 
an order for 38,000,C00 pounds of lard substitutes to be distributed v 
relief organizations in Europe. This is the largest order received, 
is said already to have stimulated the movement of crude cot tonsewaiaas 
and of cottonseed in the South. 
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LIVESTOCK SITUATION IN DENMARK 


The American Consul General at Copenhagen, Denmark, has trans- 
mitted to the Department of State a special report for the Bureau of Mar- 
kets, ted January &, on the livestock situation in Denmark. 


HORSES. ~~ A census taken in July, 1918, shows that there were 544,0C0 
horses of all kinds, as apainst ve 000 in February of the same year. 
This increase, 33, 000, is due principally to the fact that the greatest 
mumber of colts are born in the spring and early summer. In July, 1917, 
there were 572,412 horses, or 5 per cent more than a year later. This 
decrease probably can be accounted for partly by lack of feedstuffs and 
partly by export to Germany. 

The price of horses varies greatly, from $480 to $600 for first- 
class. animals over 3 years old. Horses not so good and 2-year-old colts 
sell for $425 to $530. During the war, when horses were being exported 
to Germany, buyers for the Garman Commission paid as high as $1,075 per 
horse. | 


CATTLE. -- In February,, 1918, the et number of cattle was 2,142,000. 
By July the number had enced by 19,000, or to 2,123,000. 
Tae market quotations for cattle for slaughtering purposss varied 


“from $0. 13 to $0.26 per 0.5 kilogram (1.1 pound), live weight. 


SHREP AND HOGS.-- The census of July, 1918, showed that there were 
70,000 shesp in Denmark. No comparison can ke made with Feoruary, as 
Statistics are not available. The number of hogs increaséd from 513,000 
in February to 621,000 in July and to 727,000 in December, a gain of a 

per cent during the 10-month period. These data show that the hog in- 
dustry was. rapidly recovering during 1918, especially during the latter 
half of the year. 

At the begiming. of the war, the livestock census showed that tnere 
were 2 497, OOC hogs in Denmark. The effect of war in reducing the supply 
of feeds tuffs, togetner with the scarcity of meat, had reduced the number 
by ae 74h. 000, a decrease of 70 per cent. However, in view of their great 
fecundity, it is evident that the numbers will be restored quickly when 
the supply cf feedstuffs again becomes norme1. The Consul General states 
in his report that the price farmers receive for their hogs is set by the 
Government. At tae present time it is $0.375 per pound. 


EXPORTS AND FMPORTS.-- From January to November, 1918, there were imported 
into Denmark 2,017 horses and 1,020 colts. During the same period 29,199 
horses were exported, presumably to Germany, owing to the high prices 
previously mentioned. No colts were exported, thus giving a net loss to 
the country of 26,162 horses. Only 6 adult cattle were imported, whereas 
110,157 were exported. Fifteen calves were imported, but none were ex- 


ported. The net loss therefore was 110,136 cattle. Neither sheep nor 


hogs entered into the exterior trade. 
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AGRICULTURAL MARKET SITUATION IN HONGKONG 































¢ 
The report for January, 1919, on the commerce and industries 
of Hongkong, which has just been received by the Department of State 
from the American Consul General at Hongkong, contains some interes ; 
ing = relative to the import and export trade in agricul tural pr om 
duct ; 


"FLOUR.-- Arrivals of flour have been fair, hoe tred ian flour 
predominating and now controlling the uarket. The stocks on - 
hand increased froim about 220,00C to about 230,000 sacks, ; 
while prices advanced siigntly in sympathy with the lowsring : 
of exchange. ‘No American flour is in the market, and prices ~ 
on American flour are not quoted at’ the present time.” 


"RICKE.-- The export situation during the month has hinged 
very largely upon the export of rice. Restrictions against 
the import of rice into the United States were removed at aaa 
time when there was almost nothing in the way of supplies in 
this market, the result being that lots available for ship- 
ment were comparatively small. However, some rice was shipped 
before the restrictions were reimposed, and in spite of the 
shortness of supplies here it “is likely’ that considerable 
rice will be moved as soon as American import rules will per- 
mit. During the month the Government of Indo-China laid an 
embarge on the export of rice except on existing contracts. 
The supply of rice in Indo-China is very limited as a result — 
or overexport, while late reports indicate that the new crop 
will peotenay) not exceed 7O per cent of normal. 
"The sitvation was further complicated by this embargo 
in the delay in announcing the poliey of the Government. At 
first it was indicated that export licenses would be freely 
granted, but when the actual time for export came there wes 
such delay that shipping piled wp in. Saigon at an alarming 
rate, not only delaying steamers and-increasing ultimate © 
freight rates but also unsettling the market in doubt as to — 
wnat might-actually be counted uporm in the immediate future 
in that market. The movement of rice already sold in Japan 
continued during the month. Prices on the local market , 
advanced from $8.30 local currency to $10.20 local orrency 
per picul (from 5 cents to 6.1 opnts gold per pound). " “ 


. 





The report indicates that bow of a value of $357, 11 ‘gol e 
exported to the United States during January of. this year. 
“average in 1918 amounted to $1,002, $57 gold. ° : 
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"PEANUTS.-- Shipments of peanuts have been below the average, 
but the logal market has continued firm. Unshelled peanuts, 
fair average quality, are being quoted at- $10.70 per picul : 
(132 pounds), f.o.b..Hongkong; and "Jumbo" at $11.30 per 
picul, f.o.b. Hongkong. Shelled peanuts are being quoted 
f.o.b. Hongkong as follows: 


30/32's at $14.00 per picul 
32/34"s at $13.60 per picul 
34/36's at $13.30 per picul 
36/38's at $13.00 per picul © 
38/40's at $12.75 per pacut 


"Ungraded, for cil crushing at 12 per pical, sate alae 
Hongkong; market steady." 


Peanut oil to the value of $11,183. gold was exporte ad to the 
United States during January,.1919., The monthly average in 191¢ 
amounted to $19,179. ; oe : 


"SOY .-- Oates is a shortage of so (a sauce made from soy 
beans) on hand, and some notable orders from the United 
States remain abe ied: Only the thin quality was avail— 
: able during the month. Stocks were sold at .$35 per cask. of 
5:1 piculs. i i 
"All the above prices are convertible at an average of 
7& cents gold to the Hongkong dollar, So ie 


"EXCHANGE. ae The fall in exchange Rae h occurred during the 
month was not radical ‘and really affected.the market very 
slightly all things considered. The dollar in Hongkong 
fell from a telegraphic transfer value-of: 79 °3/8-to 77 3/8 
cents American gold, while rates in other parts of the Far 
Hast fell rather more radically. There has been a much 
easier feeling in finance generally since the arrival of 
suoplies of silver purchased in the United States immed- 
iately after the signing cf the armistice. The amount of 
silver in sight in Shanghai has increased gee about 
19,000,000 taels (tael= $0.651) and 14,900,009 dollars 

at: (A dollar in Shanghai= $0. 466) to nearly a cok 000. taels 

; and 13,000,000 dollars, and the easier. feeling was reflected 
in exchange between ports Misco nacend Hongrong 3) 2. 


ES —— — = 


NOTE 





TO CURRENT EXCHANGE, 


IN THESE REPORTS ALL CONVERSIONS OF FOREIGN PRICES INTO U.S. MONEY 
. HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE PAR VALUE OF THE FOREIGN ! MONE "(S$ WITHOUT REGARD 


_ peanuts from Spain. 


ae OF ae 
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THE SUGAR SITUATION IN JAVA 
























P ; . 

According to a report from the Netherlands, the shipping , 
situation during the war prevented the exportation of sugar from 
Java to such an extent that the accumulated supplies of cane sugar 
on the island amounted to 1,200,000 tons of 2,240 pounds at the end 
of 1918. 
In view of the accumulation and inability to move the supply, — 
the planters formed in 1918 the Java Sugar Association for the coop 
erative control of the industry. This organization now regulates — 
the prices and sales, allocates the available cargo space, and ts 
renders financial assistance to its members.  - oN 
Owing to a long drought in 1918, the production in 1919 19.-.0 0 
estimated to be 73 per cent of that of 1918, or-1,240,000 tons. The 
area under cultivation in 1918 was approximately hoo ,000 acres; this — 
year 340,C00. | a — 
Nevertheless, despite this reduction in acreage, the Java 
planters decided to restrict further the 1919 acreage, in order to 
reduce the surplus and stabilize the industry. : 


om 


~ 


Plantations under 1,053 acres... . « . «--10 per cent reduction 
Plantations from 1,053 to 1,316 acres ....-: . 15 per cent reduction 
Plantations from 1,316 to 2,193 acres 1... . . 25 per cent reduction 
Plantations from 2.193 acres .......-. . .-e27 per cent reduction 

The sugar trade with the United States was large before the 
war, In 1913 the Dutch East Indies frrnished the United States with 
5,740 tons of cane sugar. The amount decreased during the war until 
in 1918 less than 9 tons were received from Java. In 1899, when the 
Cuban supply was stopped temporarily by the Spanish-American War, the 
island of Java sent 71 per cent of its supply to this country, and 
relieved the acute shortage which existed at that time. 


SPAIN RESTRICTS EXPORTS OF PEANUTS 


‘S 


According to a Royal Order, dated January 24, 1919, the export 
of peanuts from Spain during the present year is limited to a tota 
quantity of 10,000 tons. The fixed price is $6.11 per 100 powds, 
the export duty is $1.30 per 100 pounds. Importations from Spain 
the United States amowted to 3 gio tons of 2000 pounds in 1914, and 
357 tons in 1917. France has imported consideradle quantities of 
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THE POSITION OF AMERICAN FLOUR AT HONGKONG 


The American Consul General at Hongkong reported to the Depart- 
ment of State, under date of January 3, 1919, that, owing to the wheat 
guarantee of $2.26 per bushel to farmers in the United States, the 
market for American flour in Hongkong practically will be closed. 
Although normally a very large importer of wheat flour, the 
total imports into Hongkong in 1913 amounted to only 706,509 bags, 
divided as follows: Australia 342,009 bags; North China 322,000 bags; 
and Japan. yo | 500 bags. ; 
In 1917 North China was short of wheat and flour, and no supplies 
were available from Australia; therefore Japanese wheat dominated the 
market. The comparatively large-imports from:-dJapan in 1917 continued 
_into 1918, but in February, 1918, the Japanese Government placed an 
embargo on further shipments except under-special license. Furthermore, 
European countries came into the Far Eastern flour market for the first 
time in history; and whereas the Far East in normal times imported many 
million bags each year, still in 1917 flour from that part of the world 
. Was.exported to Europe. In normal times American flour constituted 
the bulk of the imports at Hongkong, but the large shipments from 
America to Europe during the war cut off this trade. 
Early in 1918 Japanese flour sold at $1.88 gold per bag. Later 
in that year, owing to shipments of flour to Europe, the prices ranged 
from $2.55 to $2.62 gold per bag. At these prices consumption by the 
Chinese population practically ceased. _ 
It is evident, therefore, that under prevailing conditions very 
little American flour will be sent to the Hongkong market’ during 1919, 
unless Australian and North China wheat is diverted to other markets. 
A comparison of the total amount of wheat imported into Hongkong for 
the years 1913 to 1918 follows: 





1913 ee >, 275,623 bags 1916 . . . 1,604,033 bags 


Tore. + 3;939,754 bags 1917 . . . 1,072,089 bags 
Beto) eee «12,075,129. bags 1918. 2. 706,509 bags 


At present the best flour on the Hongkong market comes from 
Australia, the Government there having lifted the embargo against wheat 
‘exportation. The supply is limited only by the tonnage available, the 
regular service comprising five steamships of small capacity. During 
the present year, however, it is probable that tramp tonnage also will 
be available. The present indications are that the supply for Hongkong 
Will be largely Australian. 

The stocks on hand at the close of 1918 were 320,000 bags, as 
compared with 300,000 bags in 1917 and six times that amount in normal 
times. 
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BRITISH PRICE RES STRICTIONS © ons nee IN lio gh REMOVED 


The fol lowing cablegrar, dated’ March 15, was received by the 
Department of State from the American Cénéul General at London, Ex gland 
relative to the removal of the mininim prices on all cotton except” 
American and Egyp Sient E 


Board of Trade have parcel raw cotton order 1968 as 
respects East Indian, Peruvian, and all growths of cotton 
except American and Egyptian. Effect is that minimum price 
regulations are withdrawn except for American and Egyptian 
cottons, and accordingly no restrictions now exist upon 
prices at which such non-American and son Reyp seen cottons 
can be bought and sold. 





~ ~ 


CANADIAN IMPORT RESTRICTI ONS - 


‘Some mi sundiveteding has prevaiieg: in’ the trade regarding ship- 
ment of fruits and vegetables to Canada. <= 
The War Trade Board of Canada has approved 2 general License, © ’ 
effective under date of Febriary 28,°1919, permitting the arrciie = 
of all conmodities restricted by thom sini the War, — the shee 
ing foodstuffs: i 


Macaroni Wheat flour -~ - ae 
YVermicelli ‘Wheat and cats. a 
Spe ghet ti’ Sugar . 


It is not necessary for the Canadian consignees to furnish a 
license for the importation of fruit and vegetables from the whee 
States to Canada, nor for Bates dimir in the Uni ved States to soqninags 





_ EXPORT OF SAGO FROM JAVA PROHIBITED - 


The export of sago and sago products from Java has been prohibdi 
ed for the present. Sago, a starchy product of the sage palm, © re 

sively used as an article of faod in the eastern Tropics. Im order t 
obtain sago, 15-year-old trees must be cut up, as the starch is. stc 
in the trunk before blossoming. The greater part of the sago i 
into the United States comes from the Dutch Fast Indies, In 1si7 
imports of sago into the United States amounted to 7,893, 
valved at $204,854. 
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BRITISH REDUCTION IN PRICES oF VEGETABLE OILS 








According to a cablegram received by the Devartment of State 

under date of March 27, frem the American Consul Ganexal at London, 

England, the British Food Controller arnounced =n Parliament tha 

on February 22 the controlled prices of certain vevetable oils had 
_ been reduced to the following basis: 


Price wer ton 


| of 2,240 pounds 
Hetined coconmt- oil .4 1.) . Ss78.93 


Refined American cottonseed oi1, 462.27 
Refined peanut oif1 ...,. . 399.30 
; F “% 
Refined palm kernel oil ... 320.02 





& further reduction will be effective on March 31, as follows: 


Price per ton 
oer. 
or 2,c+9 pounds 





Refined coconut oi] . . . . . 9 pol3s25 
Refined American cottonseed oil, 311.42 
Refined peanut oil Gs he Nae rere 
Refined palm kernel cil ... 306.46 


It was pointed out in the report that the difference between 
the latter prices and the former represent losses to the Government. 





SPAIN RESTRICTS EXPORTS OF FOODSTUFTS 


The Department cf State received a cablegram from Hon. J. E, 
“Willard, American Ambassador to Spain, tmder date ef March 25, stat- 
ang that the Goversment of Spain has igsued an crder aenvlling ali 
permits that had teen issved before Jammry 1, 1919, to export food 
Products, effective on April 20. f11 permits granted after Jammy 
1, 1919, will become mull after 60 days from the date of their issue. 
The above regulations, however, do not apply to scup pastes 

d olive oil. ) 


4 
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RETUCTION OF EXPORT DUTY ON MEXICAN COTTON , 


According to a communication received by the Department cf &t 
from the American Charge d’ Affaires at Mexico City, under date of #¢@ 
ruary 25, the export duty on entton has been recuced to 2 centavos p: 
Kilogram, gross weight (70.45 ner 100 pomds). The order went in ; 
fect on February.1$. The former export duty of 3 centaves per ris 
($1.80 rer 16¢ powmds) was fixe? ya decres of Jammry 9, 1919. 
that date tro duty was the same as exists at present. 


CONCESSION TO TOOL GROWERS OF HUNGARY 


Cwing to the scarcity of fabrics and clothing for farmers in 
gary, the Minister of Commerce has made certain concegsicns to the 
growers. Heretofore producers have been permitted to retain 22 poun 
of wool to be worked up at home. They are now allowed to have this ran 
waterial manufactured in textile factories. Wool growers ‘who do not d 
sire to use their allotment may sell it to persons not engaged in sheep 
breeding. All other stocks are to be offered to the Wool Central or to 
its agents. ¥ 


REMOVAL OF RED CLOVER FROM EXPORT CONSERVATION LiST 


The Var Trade Board announced on March 17, 1919, the removal of 
red clever from the export conservation list. Wheat and wheat flour 
are the only agricultural products which remain on the list. . 


COTTON, WOOL, AND SUGAR MAY BE SHIPPED TO NORWAY 
The War Trade Board has announced that hereafter raw cotton a, > 
and sugar may be shipped in. rationed quantities to Norway. 


SCARCITY OF MILK IN PORTO RICO 


According to a recent Porto Rican farm bulletin, the less of 

: tle, and hence milk, from tick infestation is incraasing, Sree “e 
: ducing the already inadequate supply of milk. The milk weak tis en- 
deavor to make the small supply go as far as possible, but — xi 


aah — 
’ — 


y 





me 
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against 52, B54, 6Z8 tons in 1923, a loss or 53 per cent. Sugar be 
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conditions would seem to indicate 2 probable nead for importing dairy 
products-and possibly some cattle. - 


FOOD SITUATION IN GERMANY TURING THE ae 


The German Statistical Office has made available comparative data 
of the supply of the principal foodstuffs for 1913 and during the war. 
These figures give some idea of the conditign to wnich Germany has been 
reduced owing to the shortage of foodstuffs. An analysis shows ere 
adequate cultivation due to lack of labor, fertilizers, and impleme 
have reduced the yield at a time when the maximum production was neceed! 
The following ee indicates the low yiel 14 in 1917, when the harves 
was almost a complete failure. 

Weather conditions in 1918 were favorable; yet the oroduction Was 
low. As this was due largely toa scarcity of labor, volunteer boy work- 
ers havé been called for in order to increase the 1919 supply. 


# 
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Production of Various Foodstuffs and Fodder in Vermany 
‘ in 1913 and during the War 
D> -_. (Yield given in ‘tons of 2,240 pounds) ek 
tear > Whea ; Rye : Barley : Oats 
oe ie eee a ere a eer ee el nee ee Re 

MS he “uh eng O08 See eo 505 3,504,576" + 9,504,002 

- 5 \ oe x os i A lant = 

Be i9lu . 2. ) . + 3,789,662: 10,549, hel : 3,09, 016+ 8, 846, 987 

5 zi = 2 1. z24 } eorege g& ¢ 20 

1915 as 2.8, 105,926: 9,004,359 2 2 415, 572* 5,890,129 

9M Gt eee 909 889 2 8,902,849 * Base 6,928,298 

ea olde Pee e0s: be), 191 214, 957,098 3, 628 , 253 

ae 25g, ls (6,009,090 + 3,258,255 = 4,680,799 

* Without winter barley. 

teare ; Potatoes :Sugar beets : Clover : Hay 
a en al. Oe ONT. 208 

OO ee ae 4 4 252,854,686. oer 710,929,926 : 28,047,208 

- a an ie. ‘ a a 2 o r hia We 

j 1gik . .. . . 244,696,408 : 10,276,982 10, 660,2u9. plef bent ides 
ee 80,181: 10,955,568 : 7,519,719 +: 23,17%,1e0 
Mig... . . . :2k 691,170 = 10,137,975 210,052,047 = 27,707,899 

25 234, 410.982 : 9,987,321 : 7,999,451 : 21, S46, 269 
heen 29,469, 718 eG eb 55 SOU = 6,585, S16 : 21,814,907 

Compared with that of the prewar year of 1913, the wheat procuction 


” 
in 1918.decreased nearly 50 per cent. es a its lowest feyel i 
1917, when the crop was only 57 Ber: cant of the normal yield, By 1¢1 
barley h 1 gscreased to half the 1913 production. The oat crop was 


duced 62 per cent. The yield of potatoes fluctuated during the war, reacn- 
ing the lowest ebb in 1916, when cnly 24,691,170 tons were harvested, as 
eis stood 
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= ee . -=5 mal be 7 , * rs 
up fairly well, the production decreasing but 9 per cent during the w 
The clover yield in both 1914 and 1916 was nearly normal, although it 
the other war years the drop was heavy, about 40 per cent. The hay ¢ 
decreased from 28,000,000 tons in 1913 and 1914 to 21,414,969 tons ir 
1918. These reductions -can be attributed in part to the decrease in 
acreage cultivated. 2 mort - gt 
The following table shows even better than the former the acttz 
decrease from year to year. iat ay — a : 


. 


Yield per Acre of Various Foodstuffs and Fodder 
in Germany in 1913 and during the War Period , 








Commodity . —Ss——s:: 295 21974 21915-1916 sioiy :1918 b 
Winter wheat... . bushels :36.G4°30.7 :30.0 -28.33:23.5 :20.9 
Sumner wheat . . i: do :34.6 :47.0 [27.4 :29.4 2:20.86 1257 
Mani ten eye < So. do +:31.1.:27.0.:23.3 s24i2 s20.Q0eeom 
Summer rye .;:. . do 21:4 :19.9 :16.2 71818 203.6 aaee 
Summer barley .. do 343.1 *37.4:229,0-<ee seeder eee 
Cate as rk tt) Sree do. .:62.4-:66.5 :§2.2-$55.2 :29_4 
Potatoss..... do :63.5 :24.1 :48.4 :86.0 :46.8 :45 
Sugar beats... tons ‘%---- 712.0 11,5 > 9.9622 
Irrigated meadows. Go” “7 22k 2 Ue B.OSr 222s 

“Other meadows. . . — do 1.96: 2.06;°2. 41s 2.8 4 

RISS IN PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS IN PARIS DURING THE WAR a 


owing table shows the rise in prices of foodstuffs durin 
1915 to 1918 and alse gives both the average wholesale ar 
: 


> fo 
the war years 
Ss r January, 1919: iP ‘ 


retail price 


a eee 


Comparison of prices of foodstuffs in Paris, 1915-1919 














Commodi ty | ae 1915 : 1916 « 192 1918; 
Meat (sirloin of pound: $0234: $0. 259: 0.343: 0.552: 

beef): ; : : : 2 
Poultry (chicken): do: ,31: .378: .505: ,97 : 


__ January, 
puolesale: Rets 
0.579% : $0.¢ 







Fish 2 5. poe? (Q009) GAGs elie SURG ee 
Batter. . ..+ > t) ded Goo seeSien (GIRS oe ee 
Eges . . . Sdogent,. «29-2 .02939 te. Sa 





S75 


em, 


. ) 





aes : 
Cheese (Gruyere) :pound: .261:-_ .366:  .509: °. 


* Fixed price. 
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“marise IN PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS IN SWITZERLAND DURING THE WAR 
























































, The inereases in the prices of focdstuffs in Switzerland were 
wee te te 526.1 per cont over prewar figures. Tae foliewing table 
ay a 7 Vs y rT + _ 
ce rat, we ect it 
52 CPRAGES: 
pent 
adi + at) -Apr., oli: Cet., 1918: inere23¢ 
oe ae pew: ESSE oe) Pua ye 
Lard os vine supply). : Je tsler & pl bo tbe 1.64 : 5OU.0 
Mebiray) ...., do: 123 25° : 326.8 

~ Beef (with bones) . . do * S75 3 Bot: 130.3 
“Bacon (smoked) ... , do: oes ae 5 121.2 
Me ldo te tO NO 
Emmenthal Chee Mi do! ae ; 37) $5.0. 

* Milk (full eras) . » quart ype a ose 

oe “Potatoes (h 5sme- Er wn) pound: eine ty 253 é 198 .& 
New-laid Pees 5 5 «+ y Gowen} ra ; 1.44 : 526.1 
oe Meet 7 i. + pend: ,059 3 Cove 27.2 
a ia ; 033 oe 9 
Mies |... ae : “ollg ea oe 
Meom taal... ., get © 036-3 OF 3 o4.4 
Lum sugar (in sacks) ee ee ap Gaede AE SS Eh 





ARGENTINE WHEAT SUPPLY AND PRICES 
_ According to a report of the American Consul General at Buenos 
8 to the Denartnent of State, under date of January 9, 1919, the 


st statistics on the wheat aioe for Argentina showed @ visible 
erecast of 


Bpiy on December 31, 1913, of 39,036, “00 bushels. If tae 
Meg, 200 bushels for the crop wh ich has just been harvested is correct, 
total quantity of wheat te be mirketed in 1919 will anount to 226,- 
‘900 bushels. It is estimiind * wat local consumption and this year's | 
ing requirements will be 6d, 060, 060 bushels, leaving 100 1989 , 990 
gle for export, 
_ The Argentine Covermment has fixed 
at $1, 55 per bushel. A rate of $35 per ton 
lent to $0.94 per bushel, from Buenos Aires 
by the United States Saipping Board. This would mika the price 
Argentine wieat at New Yorks $2.49 p wer vushel, The intersational 
tute of Agriculture at Rome is authori ty for a rate or $C.34 per 
i Le Buenos Aires to Hiverpcot, which weuld make the price of 
wheat at pent $3.89 per hushel. In this conuscctiion, it 
Beating to note that the Beldigh Government has fixed the sale 


of amparted vingat at $2.40 per bushel. 
of “ea | 


the minimum price for export 
of 2 ch) pounds, 
to Nex VYaric jas. been 
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THE OCEAN SHIPPING SITUATION 


Psy The latest official statement on the world's ocean shivping 
ee ion is very reassuring and clearly indicates that before the 
= “present year is far advanced the world's merchant fleet may be as 

_  dlarge as. prior to the war. This will not mean an abundant supply of 
tonnage for all needs, Heredee & number of ships still will -be re- 
~quir red for mi ilitary purposes, and a larger proportion of the world's 
Shortage of focdstuffs will be moved longer distances, owing to the 
shortage in eastern Europe. Howe vor, the general Bee) Os will te. 
ereatly impr roved ana is expected to grow better. 


te. 


Allied and Neutral Tonnage 


| -On August 1, 1914, the tonnage of non-Teutonic countries, 

- anoutes to 42,441,379 gross tons. The total losses (not including 
pthose of the boas tra 14 Powers) , due to submarine and all other war 
causes, from August 1, 1914, té November 30,-1918; amounted to 
15,057, $51 sross tons, of saa amount the United States lost 6 per 
_ cent, Great Britain 60 per cent, other allied and neutral nations 
3h per cent. The total eross (oaeoe built during the same period, 
+ excepting that in the Central-Furopean countries, wes 10,849,527 

Mice tiis may be added the enemy tonnage in the possession of the Al- 
Pees, totaling 2 ,392,675 gross tons, which would leave a net loss to 
_ the rade of the allied and neutral world of 1,€25,649 gross tons. 

_ ~The Present rate of construction for the inrd of the world ij 
-€stimated at 600,000 gross tons per month, at which rate the world's 
rc. would be restored to the prewar ue is by the first part of 
eer, Ig1o. 


- 


German and Austrian Tonnage 


. in addition,.a creer Cea merchant tonnage now held by the 
sntral Powers will be released supposedly when peace is signed 
© stéam marine tonnage of Germany on June 30, 1914,- amounted to 
291,533 gross tons. The aeeeee by seizure, capture, war, and mrine 
OSS, sales, etc., amounted to 2,705,133 gross iyi leaving in the 
ssession of Germany at the mines of the war 2,586, Yoo gross tons ecg 
ich “Was distributed as follows: in trade with enemy ports ppg 2, 776 
tons; sheltering or detained in neutral ports 764,663 gross tons; 
ywment or location unknown 289,955 gross tons. Additions to the 
> TT fleet | during the period of ane war amounted to 7el, 2ul gros 
;, to which my be added 187,798 gross tons captured from the ag-_ 
and neutral mations. The latter, according to the terms of the 
o3, must be released. The total marine tonnage in neice 
yat the time the armistice was signed was 3,307,641 eros 
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The steam fleet of Austria on June 30, “y914, was 1 038, B35 
gross tons. The losses from all causes was 392, 713. gross’ ei 
leaving 645,122 gross tons in the possession of /ustria at the close 
of the war, which was distributed as follows: Oe, 937 gross tons i! 
trade or in Austri ian, German, and Turkish ports, 12), 361 gross ee 
sheltering or detained in neutral ports; and 19,324 gross tons nct © 
located. Additions to the Austrian fleet curing the war were 56,6 S72 
gross tons, mking the tctal merchant tonnage in the possession or 
Austria at the time the armistice was signed 702,794 gross toms. 

This would leave in possession of the Central Powers on 
November 11, 1918, a grand total of 4,010,435 gross tons to be added 
to the merchant tonnage of the world. A portion of this has been 
turned over already te the Allied Governments for operation in ex- 
change for foodstuffs. 


Progress of Construction 


The total output of allied and neutral peered for the 
year, 1918, amounted to 5,447,444 gross tons. Lloyds' estimate of 
the total number of ships on the ways in the shipyards of the world — 
in January, 1919, was 2,139 ships with a gross tonnage of 6,921,989 
tons, and the United Staten Shipping Board now has under contract. 
1 336 steel cargo ships which will be completed in 1920, and there 
will then be under the American flag a total steel cargo and passenge: 
fleet of 16,732,700 dead-weight tons; 7&8 vessels wita a dead-weight © 
tonnage of if 09, 587 tons now fly the American flag in overseas trade. 
The United States Shipping Board estimtes that from December l, 1918, 
to March 1, 1919, there were carried overseas 1,200,000 tons ef food= 
stuffs, 80 per cent of which was loaded in American bottoms. These 
facts would appear te assure exporters and importers that ample beri. 
nage for the expansion of American sea-borne trade will soon be avail- 
able and that lower rates and more favorable shipping conditions. will 
prevail in the near future. 


Arrangements Under Way to Facilitate . 
Export Movement .from Inland Points 

The United States Railroad Administration has recently created 

an export department to handle such problems of export trade as may d 
affected by the railroad service. In cooperation with the Department 
of State, the Department of Commerce, and the United States Shipping 
Board, it is working out a plan to reestablish the principle of dif- 
ferential rail rates on export traffic from inland shipping points to 
the American seaboard with a view to equalizing the cost of transpor 
tion to all ports of the United States, thereby making possible a 
uniform and reasonable distribution of foreign traffic among the port 


iv 
hog 
Te 
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according to their facilities for handling export traffic. Through 
rates from the principal inland shipping centers to the principal 
foreign markets are to be taken into consideration also in the con- 
Struction of inland differential rates, and-the through export bill 
of lading covering the transportation of shipments from inland 
points to foreign destinations is to be reestablished. 


BRITISH IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS REMOVED 
Egyption Cotton 


According to cablegrams received by the Department of State, 
_ under date cof March 28, from the American Consul General at London, 
the system of rationing the sale of raw Egyptian cotton to individual 
Spinners has been abolished, there now being no restrictions on such 
purchases by either the spinner or the merchant. 

All registered orders for Egyptian cotton placed with the con- 
trol commissioners in Alexandria, Hgypt, prior to March 31, or after 
that date, may be canceled at the option of the purchaser. 


Condensed Milk 


The Consul General also reported that. the British Food Con- 
troller on May 431 will release all control of canned condensed milk, 
except that the maximm retail prices ($0.23-0.29 per tin of 12 to 16 
oz. for full cream) still will be retained. After Jue 1, general 
licenses will bé issued for the importation of condensed milk. 


Bacons, Hams, and Lard 


The existing stocks of imported bacon, hams, and lard bought 
by the Food Ministry will be sold through approved agents after March 
31. Agents will be allotted not less than 2CO boxes of bacon or hams 
or 10 tons of lard, and will receive a commission of 2 shillings 
pence ($0.55) per cwt. 


Additional Foodstuffs under General License 
The Consul General reported that the following agricultural 


products, which formerly were restricted, may now be imported freely 
into United Kingdom under general licenses: Baked beans; canned 


. 
he 
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- beans baked with pork and tomate sauce; canned pork and beans, cot! 
canned, bottled,and preserved fruits; hams, tallow; and vegetables, 

_. «*-Lexeept-gherkins in brina. The articles in the foregoing list are 
‘eitnor ‘additions to previous general- es lists or are amendm 
to those lists. (Previous reference was made to British restricti 
in “Reports on Foreign Markets," No. 1, March 2 27, 1919, page 12.) 


*? 





FOREIGN TRAE IN BUTTER AMD CHEESE 


he principal countries producing an expert sorpla of taitte r 
ese are the Uni ted States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, = 
wmark, and Argentina. - 
The principal foreign markets for American dairy preducts are 

the United Kingiom, Panama, Mexico, Jamaica, Cuba, Meats, Peru, a 
. China. Py 

. The export2tion of cheese ‘to Cuba in 191 aaa eue to: ‘ » 540, CC 
a bei and thgre vas an increase for the calendar year of 1918 to 
3,121,009 pornds. Except for negligible quantities, the. only Burog 
country taking American dairy products is the United Kingdom. ~ In 
the oxportations of butter to England wer3 small; the exports of 
amounted to 634,000 pounds. In 1917%the United Kingdom irportéd ! 
the United States 20, 583,000 pounds of butter and 51,000,000 beg 
cheese, comparedrwithi22, 250,115 pounds of butter and d 38,967, 000. 

of cheese for the calendar year of.1918. The United Kingdom is nov 
far our largest “orsign market. This is largely the result of the 
However, this outlet is expected to- decline as >roduct ion wondi tiene 

in Europe improve and larger imports are possible from, Aus tralasi i 

As indicating the present source of the British supplies of 

dairy products and the competitive markets for English trade there - 
given below the latest official statistics of importations of butte 
SDE) the United Kingdom for a period of il months ending with Novem 








30, Ole: 
Value of Imports of Butter into the Un ited inate 
mi for or January-Novenver, 138 
rey: : valine eiauememactieamanaiescer se TS) 
otunt ry 2 (Dollars): : Country — : _(Doliars = 
‘ Demark....0f 3,626 Ugo New ‘New South ° Wales*. oe “12, 742, $33. % 
. ) Frayice . eee oe “360,067 :Queansland*.. . : 7,395, 507 
Netherlands .....-? 799,649 «New Zealand ... . : 20,225,972 
7 United States. . : 10,030,533: :Carma@y~.. J.5 .-. ? 42 
Argentina .. . . : 14,953,752 :Other countries ..: 
Victoria(Australia) 15,263,378 :  fotal . ..: 8 


* Australia 
® Fiscal year . 7 
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The British one eis ent bought the entire export surplus of 
both butter and cheese from. Avstralia fer the past two ysars ata 


oe fixed price ranging from 87 Bae 40°$39.U5 per cwt.- of 1l2 pounds for 
; butter ani $0.20 per pound far cheesa, f.o.b: steamers Australien 
; ports. The price fixed wis imch below the world's mavket sche and 
resulted in a considerable decrease in the production. The Govem- 
ment also bought the entire export surplus of New Zealand for “he 


, 
years 1917 and:1918 ata fixed price ‘of. $78.23 per cwt. for buster 
and $0.20 per pound for cheese f.o.b. steamer, the produce» to re- 
ceive 50 per cent of the prof as derived from the price at which the 
products were disposed of in the marksts of the United Kingdom. A 
recent report indicated that the producers received as their share of 
the profit on the sale of- last Seoe ke surplus of butter 17 shillings 
($4.13) per cwt. The American Consul Ceneral.at Auckland, New Zealand, 
has resorted that the Imperial Government has offered to purchase the 
output of that. country fcr the season 1916-19 at $34.04 per ewt. for 
butter and $0.215 per pound for cheese 

Denmark, prior to the war, exported la Bree quantities of dairy 
products, a considerable portion: of which found its way to the English 

= market. The prodivction of butter in Denmark in the calendar year 1914 
amounted to 257,400,000 pounds. For the twelve months from October, 
1917, to October, 1918, the preduction was only 130,900,000 pounds. 

Of this qwntity 92,400,050 pound is were absorbed by the home markets, 

5 leaving only 38,500,000 pounds for expert. ‘The total cheese produced 

) in Denmark for the year ending Ictober, 1917, was 53,900,000 pounds, 

While for the year ending Octcber, 1918, the amount fell off to 41,800,- 

" -Q00 pounds. 

The principal countries from which the United States imports 
dairy products are Italy, France, Pee nd, and Argentina. In. the 
fiscal year 1915 Denmark exported 1,620,999 sounds of butter to the 
United States, but in the fiscal year 1917, America's total imports 
consisted only of small. consignments rom Lustralia and New Zealand. 
The total importations of butter during tne calendar year 1916 amounted 
to 1,655,000 pounds. The impeertation of cheese. from Italy e the 
fiscal year 1917 amounted te 8,452,000 pounds, from France 4,937; oco 
pounds, from Switzerland 1,640,000 pomids, and from Argentina 1,841,000. 
pounds. Importations of chesss for the calendar year 191& ie he to 
BUu2,000 pounds from France, 5,044 powids from Italy, and 6,583,000 
pounds from Argentina. The rapid increase of importa ti ons from Argen- 
tina is noteworthy. 









BUTTER SHORTAGE IN PARTS 


-In 1912 the daily average amount of butter reaching Paris was 
121,000 pounds. During the first week of February , 1919, it was 55,000 
_ pounds, or less than half the prewar ee: A French investigator 
sent to one of the large dairying provinces, Normandy, reported tnat 
m the shortage was caused by the slaughter of cows for meat, which brings 
relatively higher prices than milk. 
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According to the investigator, a quart of milk cost about 
$0.06 before the war, as against $0.17 at the time of the investiga- 
’ tion, an increase of 183 per cent. Before the war an 3- day-old-calf 
brought about $5.80, whereas now it will sell for $29, an increase of 
4oO per cent. The prewar price of a cow was about $58, but at present. 
it is approximately $232, a rise of 300 per cent. For this reason 
the farmers have been ici lling off their dairy cows, thus lessening 
the milk supply. To counteract this tendency, it has been proposed 
to import a large supply of meat, and to prohibit the slaughter of 
dairy cattle. 


AMERICAN EDIBLE BEANS IN EUROPEAN MARKETS ¥ 

A substantial increase in the exports of beans from the United. 

States was an interesting development of the war. Exportations for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, were 1,517,530 bushels. | 

There is given below the exportation of beans from the United 

States for the four months, November, 1918, to February, 1919, inclus— 

ive, which will indicate the extent of the trade since the signing of 
the armistice, and the foreign markets which have been active in the 

purchase of beans: : 


Exports of cone from the United States 
November, 1918, to February, 1 1919, Inclusive 





1918 : 1919 “Total 
Serre December: January: einaie for 4 months _ 
: Bushels: Bushels:Bushels: Bushel.s: Bushels 





Exported to - 











Pal phien a: oo ci k-te ol eat ee le 191: nee, 9008 (4 oa. 1,333: 65, 481 
a Sy a eli ae eat face ee Pe it 1,4 
Pree) oS. ot a4 ghkd = eet a gus: 205, 635: 226. "336: 493,414 
Delpy oe wy eb pbbbe. 16 99ls0 Va Shes. Bt OG 134,284. 
Norway *.. wn tee aes eg ean OS ic he : 
United Kingdom -- >. $505.4 34,376: ~ ¥O: 107,507: _ TA 
Canada and Newfoundland : 798 :. 3,584: 6,737: 5,158: 16,207 =e 
Marieo *.04. 0 2 wide eee 778: 1,923: 1,514: 7,943 
West Indies... .... ¢ 1,794: 13,739: 34,307: 73,356: 123,196" 
South fimerica) wiike% ot 19: 10: 639: 138: .. Sone 
Cais wus Veo See ee li: ay ook See 33. 
Hongkong .. ess ye me Li: aha wee 2 BRAS 7 
S10: Sther markts | coo s*ourhee eS e763: 3 258: aes 6,123 
Total 4» vw Ae ee 2 149,976:281,117: 503,554: 990,69 


Prior. to 1918 beans were not shown separately in the official ex- 
port statistics, but were included with dried peas. However, it is 
known that a very large percentage of the combined exports were beans, 
as, for instance, 83 per cent in 1918. The following table therefore 
will serve to indicate the extent of the increase in the trade during 
the war: 


- AM : ‘f ~, 
. > % 
——— a | ea a & - 4 = oe 2 ee i 
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Exports of Dried Beans and Peas from the 


United States, 1914-1918 





IGE ee os 314,655 bushels 
Tot eer eee el + cel bushels 
1G eee 81005585 ‘bushels 
Tore.) foes Pe Oro bmsiiel’s 
191s. . .%.-«> 1,783,548 bushels 


-It is reported that the Wheat Commission for the Inter-Allied 
Food Commission has sufficient stocks of beans (mostly Rangoon) on 
hand in the United Kingdom for three years' requirements, and that 
the Commission has tried without success to place some of the supply 
_in available markets of Europe. It is reported that Rumania would 
take some for seed, but the British Ministry of Shipping has been un- 
able to give encouragement as to shipping facilities from. the United 
Kingdom to that country in the near future. Notwithstanding. this, 
American beans continue to go forward to Europe in substantial quan- 
tities. a ie ae 2 
_ The United States Shipping Board has quoted the following rates, 
per 100 pounds, on edible beans in bags from New York: to Havana $0.575; 
to the United Kingdom ports $1.07; to Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Havre, and 
Bordeaux, $1.39; to Marseilles, Genoa, and Naples, $1.82. 


REDUCTION IN BRITISH WOOL PRICES 


An average reduction of 7.5 per cent in the prices of unmanu- 
factured wool, effective on April 1, has been announced. by the Wool 
_ Section of the British War Office, according to a report, dated March 
10, from the American Consul at Bradford, England, to the Department 
of State. This decrease is due to the elimination of war risks anda 
modification of freight rates. The revised prices, which will remain 
in force until November 30, 1919, are for wool with 16 per cent regain. 
The issue prices per pound for scoured fleece wools vary from 26 1/2 - 
28 1/2 d. ($0.55 ~ 0.59) for 36's to 67 1/2 - 70 1/2 ad. ($1.35 - 1.43) 
for 80's; for scoured pieces and bellies, 26 1/2 - 28 1/2 d. ($0.53 - 
0.57) for 36's to 65 1/2 - 68 1/2 d. ($1.31 - 1.37) for 80's; scoured 
tops in oill 32 1/2 da. ($0.59)for Colonial 36's to 79 d. ($1.58) for 
Colonial 80's; and 28 d. ($0.56) for Scotch 32's to. 58 ad. ($1.16) for 
super-Down 58's. Dry combed. tops cost 7 per cent more than the tops 
mar oil. = . : 
Public auctions of Australasian wools were resumed on April 2 
- at the Wool Exchange, London. Approximately 60,000 bales of combing 
-. wools and 20,000 bales of clotning' wools were auctioned from April 2 
to ll. These sales are open to home trade and to a limited extent to 


European Allied countries. 
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WOOL AND HIDES SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 
WooL.-- The market for wool at Port Flicateth, Seuth-\frica, during 
December, 1918, was very dull, according te a report of the American 
Consul at Port Elizabeth to the Department of State dated January 10. 
Japanese buyers paid high prices for superior lots of super-combing 
wools, but there was little demand for other woois. 

At a public sale held on December 1%, 1918,. the prices rae 
from $0.16 - 0.21 per vewmd for coarse and aniores grease ta, $0. 2 - 
1.04. for superior snow-white wools. : 

Tae prices cf mohair were from $0.10 - °. 16a POUR ‘for: tock 
to $0.50 = 0.00 for best winter kids. 
HILES AND SKINS.-- The Consul -renorts that ‘the following were the Bsc 
vailing prices for hides and skins toward the end of December, eh 


8 Ce ee Se = ek 12 20.27 | 
. Cape skins .« «each 24°14 °. 7 0.85 = 4. ae 
Angora skins .perpoud... 0.06- --0.17- 
Goat skins... . per pound’. ~ 0.20 - 0. be 
PeLts. sin ox POC MOURA. ane 06 - - 0.20 
Sheepskins .. per.pound... 0.20 - 0.25. 


SIAMESE PRICE TRADE IN Rape 


According to a report received by the ee AS of State, under 
date of February 4, from the American Vice Consui in Charge at Bangkok 
Siam, the exports of rice fron Siam in 1918 amounted only to about 61 

- ‘per cent of the average trade of the four previous years 1914-1917. 

: In December, 1918, however, the sh ipments nearly doubled those of 
October and November. The December exports amounted to 83,565. 

2,240 pounds, as cciioared with U6, 682 tons in | November and gn 

in October. «. 2° ‘ 

Large purchases by certain comtries, notably. tine Straits Set: 
ments and tne Malay States, are given as the reason for the increas ; 
exports in December. These countries, even under normal conditions 
are the largest consumers of Siamese vide. The abnormal quantiti 
chased from Siam were dueprobably to the prohibition of all expor 
of rice from Burma, the principal source of sige ro of .the Straits 
Settlements fer ths cheaver grade of rice. _ 

The Vice Consul stated that the month ly cus tome gancee dhiemeae d 
that the exports of rice through the port of Bangkok for the calea 
year 1918 amounted to 710,876 tons, valued at $33,179,536 gold, « 
1,229,733 tons, valued at $38, 291, 747 , in 1917. The following t 
Zives the quantities ‘of rice and rice products exported from Sie 
various foreign coumtries.for the last five calendar years (191 


+ t pee he A 
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-. Exports of Rice from Siam for the Years 1914-1918 


: Viod 
(Quantities given im toms of 2 740 powcs) 



































Mee om trices TE Tg Se 1 es 
British Malay States a a a ec 


Straits Settlements,. : : : : : 
and Netherlands India,: 474,504: 556,736: 646,057: 706,395: 459,675 


} China, Japan, and : : : : : 
Pemekone ra . =. 399, PH: 382,807: . 410,517: 456,237:238,249 
Europe, fcluding Bree : : “ : 5 
Said (for orders) and: ; : : : : 
Plementdris «. ..-.. &. 255.500: Le, 171: © GTO55? 607891: 6,939 
Other coumtries . 3 : : : Ce: 
(including United : ; : a ; 


oe (2 ee a0 
SEAN aout, eee Le 








B71. pe ar 6 tO eet 
2S 229, te Se 19: 729,876 


10: 
oe: 
pee 








The exports in 1918 were divided as follows approximately: white 
rice 393,155 tons; white broken rice, 230,531 tons; cargo rice,15,536 
tons; broken cargo rice,4,380 tons; whi te ice meal, 52,262 tons; other 
rice products, 14, 507 tons. 

In the Poliowing table are given statistics of the exports of 
rice from Siam to the United States, according to the invoices in the 
American Consulate at Bangkck: 


Exports of Rice from Siam to the United States. 


























for - the Fiscal Years ERCSd.- farch 3. i 1; 1914-191 -1916,_ 1918 
Ee ae 

Year ee ae : Value 

PO Se ree Ole e641 13,865 

5 oR ee aie : (4) 729; > (2) 147" 896 

IAW Ney ee eg eu y80e ee 17 613 

TOPE awe ters! pt es Win 

i ee eines 12,124 


* No rice was Lea to the United 
+ | States in ly 







At the end of June, 1918, the closing price for white rice, at 
the wharf, ranged from $0.0264 to 0.0271 per pound. By November, 1918, 
the price had advanced to from $0.0431 to $0.0514 per pound. 

The Vice Consul stated that at present the entire rice milling 
industry in Bangkok is in the hand of the Chinese, as the European mills 
have ceased operations during the war. However, a2 Swiss firm is ex- 
pected soon to begin milling. ‘The Chinese millers, as a rule, do not 
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sell direct to Europe or America, doing business mainly with Hong- 
kong, Singapore, Java, and Japan. Rice exported to other markets 
is generally supplied through European export firms in Bangkok. ’ 
There are about 60 rice mills in Siam. 


INDIA'S EXPORTS OF PEANUTS 


Reference was made in "Reports on Foreign Markets" of March 
27, 1919, to the prospects for the importation of peanuts from 
India, with export statistics for the district of Bombay. The 
total exportation of peanuts from India as a whole for the fiscal 
years of 1914 and 1918, inclusive, in tons of 2,240 pounds, were as 
follows: 


Tons 
1914. . . «2 277,900 
1925-252. o5 356,500 
1916.5. 6k 3715 
192 7k 5 $507, OO 
1918... «82153300 





Recent information indicates that the average price at the 
end of January, 1919, and at the same date in the five preceding 
years were as follows: 


Price per 


100 pounds 
I9The: we see 


2 
1915..cdes dee es 
1936, 05) 5 a oa: pee 
1927, -< G30 sJacee ee 
O18. = we eee 
19193: s. oa ee 


Normally, France receives four-fifths of the total exports 
from India. The prevailing ocean rate from Madras to Marseilles 
during 1918 was $3.47 per 100 pownds for shelled nuts, while the 
present rate from Madras to New York is quoted at $1.50 per 100 
pounds, which would make the price of the shelled peanuts $7.89 
per 100 pounds at Marseilles and $5.92 at New York. The present . > 
rate on shelled peanuts from New York to Marseilles is approxi- 
mately $1.90 per 100 pounds. 

It is not believed that substantial quantities of peanuts 
will be imported into the United States from India, on account of 
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rc ore a) 4 ° . 
es demand in the French markets and in view of recent reports on 
e ae! pate : ae : 
ere. SS ore a for this year, which is estimated as showing 4 
decrease of 55 per cent as compared witn last year. 


FIG SITUATION IN TURKEY 


The American Commissioner at Constantinople forwarded the 
following cablegram, under date of March 25, to the Department of 
State for the Bureau of Marxets in response to an inguiry made by 
it as to the fig situation in Turkey? 





"Fig crop 1916 about ninetee thousand tons (42,- 
560 ,000 pounds) ; 1917, -sixteen thousand five hundred tons 
(35,250 ,000 pounds), of which 20 per cent consumed locally. 
4 Today's stock two thousand tons (4 4g0,000 pounds); quan- 
) tity held by growers wimown. Present weather conditions 
If 
| 





favorable for next crop, but forecast on production im- 
possible before June." 


than from all other countries combined, as is shown by the follow- 


t ‘ 
Normally, the United States imported more figs from Turkey 
I 

: ; 

ing comparative table of imports: 


| Imports of Figs into the United States from Purkey 
q as compared witn the Total Imports, 1912 - 191/ 

















| . é 
: | - BS a SN aa mae ee i a ee eel 
a Country Smee “Eis ee ee he. TOlo seo 

1 > Pounds : Pounds ; Pounds : Pounds - Pounds : Pounds 

| Turkey in Europe : 55,083: 17,502: “a2 Ye ieee : 


| Turkey in Asia £12,450, 381213, 981, 645: 15 , 160, 786: 12,312 J2E aS aie ae 
Total from Turkey 10 ae ess 1G. ON Te 5e20eT 
Total from ali : : : 
countries, includ-: ' 

B ing Turkey 12,765, 408:16 637, £19129, 20%, 868:20, 779 750: 1,29),250: 26 13.1 
Percentage imported : 

from Turkey pee. Bi ae eee eee 68 : 60 gery? renee 





| 
| 
|! 
| 







ae 


EXPORT OF CANARY SFED RESTRICTED BY SPAIN 


Supply has published a decree that 
1919 shall be Limited to 2,455 tons, 
r 100 pounds, with an export 


The Spanish Minister of 


the export of canary seed during 


and that the price shall be $10.90 pe 


tax of $3.48 per 1090 pounds. 


ot 
- 
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DEMAND FOR VEGETABLE OILS AND OIL CAKE IN DENMARK - 


The prosperity of the butter and margarine industries of am 
Denmark are very closely related. ‘The falling off in tue exports 
of butter from Demerx during the war was not dve so ruch to 4 
deciine in the number of dairy cattle, as to the shortage of proper 
feedstuffs. Under prewar conditions Denmark consumed margarine and 
exported butter. The margarine industry wes greatly reauced auring 
the past two years (1917-18) as a result of the failure in negotia- 
tions for raw materials. The total output of mrgarine in 1918 
amounted to 1,250 tons of 2,204.6pounds asagainst 34,320 tens in 
1910 and 56,480 tons in 1915. Both the butter and margarine indus- 
tries are dependent upon the vefetable oil industry, the vegstable 7 
Oils being used for the production of mrgarines and tne oil cake as — 
feeding stuff for dairy cattle. f 

A report from the American Commercial Attache at Copenhagen, 
under date of February 15, states that 10,000 tons of soy beans had 
arrived at that port from Manchuria. This was taken to mean the im 
mediate resumption of margarine manufacture on a large scale, the 
release of more butter for export, and an increase in the supply of 
feed suitable for the dairy herds. , 

Prior to the war, Denmark produced but a small pertion of the 
oil cake it consumed. The total importation in 1913 was 594,000 tons, 
whereas the domestic production wes only 7!,C00 tons, making the total 
consumption for that year 658,000 tons. Avout one-third of this 
amount was cottonseed-oil cake from the United States, and the rest 
was sunflower- and hemp-seed-0il cake from Russia, soy-bean-oil cake 
from Germany, and peanut-oil cake from France. : 

The number of dairy cows reported for the year 1914 was 1,310,- 
268, while for the year 1918 there were 1,048,764, which would indi-- 
cate that the demand for feedstuffs will be but a little short of 
that of the prewar period. 

Neither Russia nor Germany will be able to resume soon. the 
prewar exports of oil cake. France also my be short in the produc- © 
tion of peanut-oil cake on accomt of the failure of the cron in India. 
about four-fifths cf which has been imported ty French merchants. It 
would appear, therefore, that American cil cake may find an increased 
demand in Denmark. 


FRENCH IMPORTS OF DRIED WINE GRAPES 


The American Consul General at Bordeaux, France, in a report to 

the Department of State, under date of February 24, relative to the im. 
ports of dried wine grapes, stated that in 1908 the French Govermme:.t 
prohibited the manufacture ef beverages from.dried grapes. This regu- 
lation is still in force, but, as indicated in the report, it is proba 
ble that the restrictions will be removed, owing to the prevailing 
high prices of wine. 8 Vee 
q ae 


















a 
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ee Ce gried grapes were imported into 
es 4... sen : J25078 pounds entered from she Uni ted 
Binoy ee ~ 53 a WAS imported aru MRCOG, eee ag Cae re 
Be, » Va Marseilles, some Bordeaux merchants importing 8,000 or 
_ 10,000.cases of 55 pomds each. ; 
a _Dried wine grapes are subject to a duty of 25 francs ($4.83) 

per 100 kilograms (220.4 potnds) and also to an excise tax of almost 
oY, Pies the total tax amounts nearly to. 75 trancs 

: pet i100 kilograms. Cooking raisins are subject to a duty of 

15 francs ($2.90) per 100 kilos. Raisins ars packed in cases weigh- 
ing 25 or 30 kilos (55 or 66 pounds). Dried wine grapes are packed 
‘in sacks of 25 kilos. ‘ 


PRICE OF FOODSTUFFS IN ITALY 


+ ° ws : = % P & A 
The following prices of foodstuffs prevailed in Rome and Milan 
‘during February: 
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CONSUMPTION OF HORSEFLESH INCREASES IN MILAN 


# The consumption of horseflesh in Milan, Italy, has greatly in- 
“¢reased during the last few years. In many cases horseflesh is new 
preferred to beef, as the latter has been cf poor quality and vety 
"scarce. During 1916-17 the wholesale prices of horses for slaugnter 
“reached as high as $43.86 per cwt. However, during 1913, especially 
‘the latter part of the year, the price fell, tne average being $23 . 08 
- per cwt, for English horses and $17.54 for Italian horses. Dorkejs 
“brought $8.77 per cwt. The reduction was due to a large supply being 
available threugh the termination of nostilities. Nevertheless, the 
maximum fixed retail price has not fallen in proportion te the cecrease 
in the wholesale price, tne consumer paying from $0.48 to $0.57 per 
pound for meat. The number of shops selling horseflesh increased from 
in 1917 to 132 in Jamuary, 1919. In 1916, 11,0CG horses were 
ghtered for food; 16,203 in 1917; and 24,585 in 1918. 
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REGULATIONS FOR EXPORTATION OF WHEAT AND WHEAT FLOUR 


The War Trade Board announces, w uniéer date ef April ll, the follo 
ing rules governing the export of wheat and wheat flour: 
WHEAT -"Licenses for the export of wheat will be issu2d only to the 
United States Food Administration Grain Corporation or its nominees 
WHEAT FLOUR -"Licenses will be issued for Ree export of wheat flour © 
all destinations in thea Western Hemispher the Fast Ceast of Asia, 
British, French, and fie »muese West tai Liberia, and the Belg 
Congo. For the exnortatior. of wheat flour to other destinations, li 
censes Will be issued ivly to the United States Food Administration 
Grain Corporation or its nominees. “* 

"The forsguing reles are subject to the usual regulations goverm- 
ing trading with the eneay. 

"Aoplications for licenses to export wheat flour to the Weste 
Hemisphere, the cast coast of Asia, or the west coast of Africa should 
be filed with the Yar Trade Board, Washington, or with any of their 
branch offices. 


a ' 





RESUMPTION OF TRADE WITH POLAND 


Acting concurrentiy with the competent authorities of the other 
associated Governments, the War Trade Board announces that all persons 
in the United States are authorized, on and after April 1, 1919, sudject 
to the rules and regulations of the "War Trade Board, to trade and om— 
municate freely with persons residing in Poland. i 

"All shipments shovld be consigned to the order of the "Relief 
Administration, Danzig,' for the account of the actuel Polish importer 
as subconsiges. Duplicate shipping documents should be forwarded to 
the Relief Administration at Danzig. Upon the arrival of the shipuent 
the Relief Administration will, as promtly as possible, forvard the» bee: 
to Poland, and will indorse over and forward to the Polish consignee ai 
shipping document s in its possession." = 


ua 
* 
: 





MODIFICATION OF ITALIAN IMPORT RESTRICTIONS a = J F 

The War Trade Board has been informed that the fattening 4 
cultural commodities may now be imported into Italy by private firme — 
when import licenses have been obtained covering such papa gaits ~ 


linters; vegetable tallow; animal tallow; wool; horses and rh 


a as 
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RESTRICTIONS REMOVED ON VARIOUS BRITISH EXPORTS OF FOODSTUFFS 


In a cabdlegram to the Department of State, dated April 11, the 
American Consul General at London reported that general iicenses will 
be issued permitting the export of oranges to all destinations and of 
the following commodities to all destinations except those to whi ch 
preducts on list © can not be sent: peaches, apricots, pears, paisley 
flour, @gg yolk, dried egz products, dried liquid eggs, preserved eggs, 
not including frozen, imported beans other than soy beans, locust beans, 
or Chinese horse beans. 





BRITISH MAXIMUM PRICES OF FLOUR. 


The Department of State received a cablegram, under date of April 
7, from the American Consul General at Lenden siating that the British 
Food Controller had fixed the uaximum price of fine wheat flour and 
millers! offala at 12 pounds Sterling ($58.392) per ton of 2,240 pounds, 
or appreximtely $5.11 per barrel. The maximum price for coarse ficur 
was get at 11 pounds ($53.526) per ton, ar about $4.63 per barrel. 


ame ee tiger nett ean IE 


INCREASE IM POTATO PRICHS FOR SCOTLAND 


According to a report of March 4, received by the Department of 
State from the American Consul at Dundee, Ssctland, the British Food 
Gontroller announced increased prices to potato growers in Seotiand, as 
follows: 


“The Food Controller has armnounoed an inorease of $2.40 per 
ton on Scottish grower's prices for potatoes for March, April, 
and May, as & direct result of the evidence of a Comnission ap- 
pointed some time ago to enguire inte the cost of production. 
The initial evidence submitted to the Poard of Agriculture was 
not satisfactory, and a Commiseion was appointed to enguire and 
report. The report of the Commissioners was to the effect that 
ag the English grower got 4 rise of $2.40 for March, April, and 
May, owing to the earlier wastage of his crop, and that the 
Scottish growers should have fad a higher price earlier on in 
the season. Ata conference in London recently, potato merchants 
and growers from Scotland urged that, in lieu of the higher prices 
which they should have received, compansation should be given in 
the form of bringing the Seottish prices alongsida the rates pre- 








7 


















os 


eae: Reports on Foreign Markets No. 4 


- 


vailing in England. This is what happened. 

"The price of potatoes, till the new rate became operative, 
was $31.20 per ton. For March it is $33.60; for April it 
will be $36.00; and for May $38.40. The rise will probably 
do much to allay the grumbling at delay in removal, conse~ 
quent on the lack of shipping, and the fact that much of the 
crop is rotting in the pits." : 


, 


AUSTRALIAN AGRI CULTURAL COMMISSION TO VISIT UNITED STATES 


According to a report from the American Consul General at Syd- 
ney, Australia, to the Department of State, under date of February 24, 
a commission representing the agricultural interests of New South 4 : 
Wales will soon visit the United States. The purpose of the visit is 
to make an investigation of agricultural methods in the United States, 
especially at harvest time and when most fruits are in season. The 
commission probably will be headed by Hon. W. G. Ashford, Minister 
for Lands, and will be composed of representatives of the Department — 
of Agriculture, grain growers, fruit and vegetable producers, animal ~ 
industries, and railway and shipping transport. a 


HIDES AND SKINS SITUATION IN INDIA 


° 48) 
India is one of the world's important sources for supplies of — 


calf and cattle hides, particularly the class known to the trade as 
"kids." The United States always has imported considerable quantities 
of hides and skins from India and these imports increased both in 

value and quantity for a time after the outbreak of hostilities. How- 
ever, the war created a heavy demand in the United Kingdom, and the 
British Government took steps to regulate the export trade in such a 
manner as to guarantee a sufficient supply for home needs. Within 
the Indian Munitions Board, there was created the Office of Controller 
of Hides. No hides could be exported excepting under licenses from ~ 
this office. =. oe 
| In 1918 the Hides Committee was officially formed for the p 
pose of securing a more complete control. The members of this com © 
mittee were firms dealing in hides and skins, and export licenses 
were issued only to these members. The Controller has announced that 





. 
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there is no present intention of altering the existing arrangement 
for the purchase and control of raw hides, and it is probable that 
the regulations will continue for some tire. Because of the heavy 
demands. of the mother cowmtry, very few export teonse have been 
issued-for any coutry except England during the past year. Recently, 
however, licenses were granted for export to the United States, and 
on April 5 a coneession went into effect whereby licenses were to 
be granted freely for exports to this cowtry. 

*- The United States’ also secures very: considerable quantities 
of goat and sheep. skins from British India. No restrictions have 
Pear acd on the exportation of these, and their movement is limit- 
ed only by the cemsnd and tonnage availatle 

The importance of the hides and skins trade and the effect 
of the restrictions, combined with the eee of tonnage, are 
shown by the following statistics of imports from British India into 
the Uni ted States: 








Calf BEL Se igre pods Ped ee ies 2 ign ic 
Beeweenides:. a4 do 9 2 Ut 2053 ,642 : 489,000 


During Decembér,.19i%, and in January, 1919, no cattle hides 


were imported by the nite States from British India. 





EXPORTS OF GOATSKINS FROM MADRAS, INDIA, TO AUSTRALIA INCREASES 


Report from American Consul at Vadras to the | Department 


of f State wider date of Februa mary 19 r 19, 














"The annual report of the Madras Collector of Customs for i917- 
191% records a considerable increase in exports of raw goatskins 
from Madras to Australia as compared with previous yesr. The 
-report says: Ke 

"'As the spave in westward-vound steamers wag taken up 

with more important cargo, e.g., tanned hides, shippers 
booked much larger quar.tities of raw skins to the Hast, 
especially to Australia. - Exports to that country in~ 
Shee aa: threefold and amounted to Rs. 2,550,000 ($427- 

350) or about four times greater than thos to any other 
country. As exports of all finished renee from the 
United Kingdom have been prohibited, Australia has 
turned.to India for her raw skins from which she is now 

: producing glace kid and other leathers. Exports to 
Japan also increased considerably."' 
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CURRANT SITUATION IN GREECE 


Under dates of January 27 and March & tne Department of 

State received reports from the American Consul at Pa:ras, Greece, 
on Greek currants and the movement of the fruit: ; 
"The Greek currant crop of 1912 is estimated at a total : 

fr adout 125,0CO tons. There were carried over from the 

1917 crop about 25,000 tons, making a total of fruit in 
Sight at the beginning of the currant year (August 23) of 

some 150,0C0 tons. 

"The Privileged Company reports exports of currants be- 
tween August 23, 1918, and January 13, 1919, amounting te 
39,286, 682 English pounds, .compared with total exports of 
9,127,351 pounds for the same period in 1917-13; anda 
total of 101,282,450 pounds for the same period in 1916- . 
17. Most of the fruit exported between August and January. 
past has been for the United Kingdom, with fair quantities 
for France. The total amount of currants shipped to the 
United States during that period, as shown by invoices 
certified by this Consulate, was 136,039 pounds. 

"The market is now active and prices firm. During the 
preser.t month (January) several vessels have left for the 
United Kingdom with cargoes in wnole or in part of cur- 
rants; and there are now loading at various ports of this 
district at least five vessels with same destination, 


Prices Current on Patras Market and British Offers. 
neato cde ce Dac ase vent Toisas Bt nt oh hay Banani Poe ic 


"Prices quoted on the Patras mrket teday for spot cur- 
rants are: good Provincials, Drs. 360 per mille ($69.4S 
per 1,050 pounds); Amalias, Drs. 380 per mille ($73.34 per 
1,050 pounds); Patras, Drs. 390 per mille ($75.27 per 
1,05C pounds); Gulf or Vostizza, Drs. 400 per mille ($77.- 
©O per 1,050 pounds). Distillers are paying for the low- 
est grades for winemaking purposes Drs. 330 per mille 
($53.69 per 1,050 pounds). The British Government is of- 
fering for the above-named grades of fruit delivered in 
England, all expenses paid (including freizht of 510 (the.- 
66) per ton, 0.5 per cent &.100 ($485.60) insurance, about 

shillings sixpence ($1.09) duty and other charges, per 
112 pounds), the following prices: (given in shillings 
and pence per 112 pounds): 57/6 ($13.97), 59/6 ($14.46), 
62/6 ($15.19), 65/6 ($15.92)." 
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AUSTRALIAN APPLE GROPERS ae EXPORT MARKETS 


The following report on the prasent status of. the appl 
dustry of Australia, dated February 17, was received by A Depa 


ment of State* vom the American Consul General at S7dno 


"After being closed to the world's rarket for up- 
. wards of three years, the Australian apple growers are 
again nopeful for a European outlet for their apples.. An. 
“ arrangement has been completad by which the meat shiprers 
have agreed to surrender 50,0C0 tons of refrigerating 
Space to the orchardists, It stated that the space al- 
iotted. will accommodate about 650, N00: bushels of apples. 
Tasmania is a furnish 400,000 bushels, Victoria’ 
100,006 bushels, Sovth Auctralia 50,C00 oushels, and the 
talance will’ come from Stach: Australia, The price anti- 
_cipated on the London market is $4.67 per’ case., The Tas- 
Manian frit growers are also hopeful of regaining the 
South American rarkets “which ‘they had previous : the war, 
is 

















C3 U 
especially Biazil and Argentina. The orchardis 
Wania have recommended to the Government the ha 

of a commissioner to build up the South American trade." 


COSTA RICAN POTATOES OS Gane TO CARAT, ZONE 


According to reports neal by the Devar tment. of State, 
under dates of March 14 and 2 , from the American Gonsul at San Jose, 
Costa Rica, 64,000 tushels aes pctatoess were exported to the Canal 
Zone for the Canal Zone Commission during the year ending with Feb- 
Tuary, 1919. A greater quantity was.desirad, but the lack of ship- 
Ping facilities prevented exportation, With regard to rroduction 
in 1918, the Consui made the following statement: 


"No definite statistics are available, but calculations 
based on information procured indicate th2 last two crops 
(crops produced twice in a calendar your,’ February and 
August) as approximately 320,000 bushels. Of this the 
August crop was about two-thirds of the total, as-it has 
the benefit of the rains: About 60 per cent ‘cf the crop 
is produced in the highlands in the Cartago region. The 
average price was $0.85 a bushel. The acreage planted 
last year was smaller than formerly. No increase in 
acreage is likely for the coming season." ak 
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EXPORTABLE SURPLUS OF ARGENTINE: FLAXSEED 
The visible supply of flaxseed, or linseed, in Argentina on 
December 31, 1918, was estimated to be 2,923,654 bushels and the 
current harvest: 27 754,339 bushels. The quantity required in 1919 
for local consumption, including the amount.used by the linseed- — 
oil industry of Argentina, is seid to be about 4,330,464 bushels, 
thus leaving a surplus for export of 23,423,875 bushels, not reckon- 
ing with any part of the visible supply at the end of 1918. a. 
The United States imorts large quantities of Argentine flax- 
seec every year. During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1916, the 
total imports of flaxseed from all sources amounted to 14, 679, 233. 
bushels. Of this arount 11,463,039 bushels, or three-fourths, ame 
from Argentina. In 1917 the total imports were 12,393, 988 bushels? 
of which irgentina furnished 5,009,44i bushels. The following table 
shows the imports of Argentine flaxseed by the United States. during 
the fiscal yeérs ended Jume 30, 1913-1917: " 





Year > Quantity : Value 

; | :Bushels (50lb.y; 

TSitecw, ae 439,254 =: $ 7o02,000 
19249. s See Sen ee 
1915 sae es Oe : 3,927,542 : 4,403,987 
1916... 2! 35 hee oj6 : 14 935, 543 


SS ae: 5 009, 44d 7,309,161 


No linseed oil was impor ted by the United States from Aree n=. 
tina during the same- Bd aii 








a 


FLOUR EXPORTS CONTINUE TO SAN LUIS poTost , MEXICO 


The American Consul at San Luis Potosi, “Mexico, reported to 
the Department. of State, under date of March g, tha t viheat flour i 
the principal articie imported from the United States into the Sime t 
of San Luis Potosi, the value of the imports of this commodity i 
Jamuary and Pebrvary of this year amounting to. $11,312 and $13 , 620, 
respectively. The Consul stated that, owing to the scarcity of © 
labor in Guana juato, which furnishes wheat for the flour mills of 
San Luis Petosi, there is little prcbability that a crop will bey 
produced this year, ; 

Corn valued at $2,904 was imported from the United States in 
January and February, 1919. 
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EXPORTS OF CHINESE VEGETABLE OILS 


The American Consul General at Shanghai, im a special report 

_to the Department of State for the Bureau of Markets, under date of 
February 15, relative to the vegetable-cil trede of China, stated 
that bean. oil constituted practically 5¢ per cent of tne total ex- 

ports of vegetable oils from China. This oil is shipved principally 


. frem Dairen to the United wtates and Japan. Peanut oil was taken 
by Japan, Hongkong, United States, Great Britain, and France; Shang- 


hai and Kiaochow were the chief export centers. The bulk of the wood 
031 was shipped from Nankow, and was exported mainly to the United 
States. Shanghai is the chief port for the export of cottonseed oil, 
the United States importing about $5 per cent. Rapeseed oil was 
‘Shipped to the United States and Bussia from Shanghai and Manchouli. 
Sesame-seed oil was exported principally from Nankow and Chinkiang, 
about 90 per cent going to Hongkong. 

; The following statistics show the various kinds of vegetable 
Oils exported from China during the year 1917 as compared with 1916, 
according to the Chinese Maritime Customs Returns. Figures for 1918 
are not yet available: 


Exports of Vegetable Oils from China in 1916 and 1917 


According to Chinese Maritime Gustoms Returns 





(Quantities expressed in tons of 2,240 pounds): _ 








eer) LS wentity (tens) cele 
ee Eee ee SY ee CC) Se 5 
pee). s 104 376 : 126,090 :$ 4,596,562 :$ 8,704, 662 
ee = 7 sgh 6.203: | "388,059: “2g 833 
peer 57,158 : 30,903 :- 2,331,028 : 2,42 715 
Bereta PS 2172 2. V1. 09F: 105,086 : 57,183 
Me ete seed . 2. : 2176: 594 : es is * 56,968 
ee. 8 Zs BG 757 2.48), 086 2 25513, 401 
Bit others . . ..: - 5,288: gel: 230,575 : 308, 518 





fetal. : . + 195,184 : 195,520 : 21,020,350 + 30,316,163 


LIST OF IMPORTERS OF RAW COTTON IN LIVERPOOL MAY BE OBTAINED 
: FROM BUREAU OF MARKETS 
“A list of the importers of raw cotton in Liverpool, England, 
low available for distribution, upon application to the Bureau of 
ets. This list does not include the names of dealers and con- 
who are not interested in the conmercial transaction of im- 
tion. 
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BELGIUM REMOVES RESTRICTIONS ON TOBACCO IMPORTS 


The American Ambassador to Belgium, Hon. Brand Whitlock, in @ 

cablegram to the Department of State, under date of April 7, stated 

; that the Belgian Government has removed all import restrictions on 

a tobacco. y 
The following table shows the amounts of leaf tobacco expe 

by the United States to Belgium during the period 1912 to 1915. 


Exports of Leaf Tobacco from the United States to Belgium for a 
the Fis ‘Fiscal 1 Years Ended i Junie 30, , 1912 to 1915 ; 7 





ES Geo 
1912. .2,% 7. 306072, 56) eee 
GLY a vs ale Bl 69 BSS Fa ee ee ee 1036, 274 
MOVE 2. oe a 2 RL 5 Sade ee 


A9N5 we eating vB ig ee ee 141,342 








BUTTER EXPORTS FROM ARGENTINA INCREASE 


Argentina is increasing its expert trade in butter, most of 
which is being sent to the United Kingdom. The following statia ia 
show that during the period of the war Argentina's PAROLRS of, pi 
increased from 124,855 cases of D3 1 pounds each in 1914 to 595,764 
cases in 1518, or 377 per cent. In 1918 the United Kingdom took = 
vut 10,422 cases of Argentina's total exports. 


rs Exports of Butter from argentina, 1913 - 1O1§ 


Quantities expressed in- cases of 25 kilos (55.1 pounds) - 


_. Comtry .: 1913: 1916 pis Sgt 1916 527 : ae 


- 


RNB i fir 151, 877: 120, 730: ace SIT: 215,245: 378, te 585.3 
















United States . : 2,010: 2,000: - 
France... . .: 1.3503 >| 600: 1022: 3 533: 
Ltedy 4 Aa: eee Si ae eee i el ath cl 
BTOGI): com an BO: > | et ee! ee 
Spain .. te a a en ee te ad 
Under ordarets ot Se Tee ee ; Sew Se 


Other cowtries : 45; 


Total. se4o Sig saee 
om Destination unknown. 








. 
a oO : 
- {OR 
on Te} 


124.8 189 206 









igh compiled Prom bai Revi lew of 


a 





Cs t ¥. ine a 
_ i =a TY) ’ 





















Reports on Foreim Markets Mo. 4 


: SOUTH AFRICAN AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 
m7. it 5 4 : : : ‘ : 
The Montuiy Trade Report of the National Pank of South AS Gae, 
for Janyary, 1919, which was recently received.dy the Department of 

L ; F : : 
State from the American Consul General at Cape Fown, gives a compeara- 
tive statement of the exterior trade of Britisa South Africa for the 


£3 i re ‘ ’ card aq ry . 
Pret 1) months of 191] and 1918. Items) of interest to agriculture 
are as follows: 


1 Products of British 









































Exterior Trade in Various Agricultura 
Siege Sy ee eee ee Tr iMionths of 1917 2 =e 
South Africa tor tae First 11 Montas of 1917 and 1916 
Imports 
Ce i Ee aa — fa SP aes ee eS a 
Beumodi t : Quantity noerease or 
mmodi t3 oe ee ee : 
——— oo : 191 { : 1918 7 decrease 
Founds : Pounds - Per cent 
he ate Go ee 7 7 a ge ore 
oo i eh a a a is Lay Ee 1a 3 pee ee 
Treat flour (or meal) -  §6,046;253 - 22,904,701 ees. 
Rice, including paddy - - 72,383, [ei PEEL 182s - & 
ee ea oh Fe, 462° 5 41, 508,8fo - + 57 
Condensed milk or cream. - 11:907 Se - 2, 941,89" : oats 
ffs aN : oe) er “ ; “7 
ete, pee seks 5,910 fol 
Exports 
i ee San ere ck eee ees 
healt 4 . ; | SAS S ask Co ys =f 
Hides Bdesinis 1 2 6 2 ae ys, 04,575 39,230,612 : el 
ee ee Mog 228 6 


REDUCED SUPPLY OF ONION SEED, TOMATOES, AND WHEAT 


IN CANARY ISLANDS 


According to the American Consul at Teneriffe 


to the Department of State, 
nearly all of which had 
een destroyed by the m 


in a report 
of the onion-seed Crop, 
by American buyers, has > 
mi tnim the last 5O years. 
‘In 1917 and 192% more than SO r + of the onion seed grown 
in the Canaries “as exported to the Un: 2 
ports were valued at $133,264; in 1918 at $99 050. 
As reported by the Consul, actual exp 3riment 


) Islands seems +0 nave definitely proved that the Canary Island onion 
-seed, if carefully soldered up and kept in a very dry ,- dark depository, 


- 


In 1917 these e4- 


in the Canary 
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can be guarded for at least 12 menths witaout apparent loss of ge 
nating power or any depreciation in siz@, weight, or quality of the 
onion growm from such conserved seed. There have been heretofore 
a number of complaints from American buyers that Canary Island seed 
when kept from one season to another failed to give satisfaction. 

he Consul stated that the winter tomate crop, which if ex-_ 
ported almost exclusively to the United Kingdom and France, has te 
danaged at least to the extent of one-third of the production. Ea 
in January winter tomatoes from the Canary Islands brought high pric 
in Liverpool, Bordeaux, and Marseilles. ; 

; The failure of the unirrigated wheat, while only of local 
terest, has produced a most disastrous situation in the islands, 
this wheat has always been counted on to supply the bulk of the ; 
“sofio," or finely ground, toasted wheat flour, upon which the maj 
ity of the people are accustomed to depend for their principal food. 
Importations of wheat, therefore, must be greatly increased. : 


<< 


TENMARK'S EXPORTS OF CERTAIN M@AT, DAIRY, AYD POULTRY PRODUCTS — 


large exports of meats and dairy products were made by Denmark 
during both 1917 and 1918, although during the last year of the war 
the exports had decreased to @ great extent in most commodities. 
Nevertheless a gain was registered in beef and veal ani pickled eggs 
The decreases varied from 10.2 per cent for whole milk to 99.5 per 
cent for pork. The following table gives a comparison of the export 
trade in foodstuffs for the first 10-month periods of 1917 and 1918, 
and shows the percentage changes: 


Exports of certain agricultural products from Denmark 
ne eter ne ae erate tee penn seat atten nee 


for the first 10 months of 1917 and 1918 
} 7 








Commodity ‘° Unit ‘' 1017 we ct Bate 7 
nell oes eae eae ; ‘aussi lactis atic lps ue noes ae 
“i a ee Per cont. — 
Sutter . . . :Pounds : 127,614,960: 29,511,760: Se 
Bacon... + @o ' 2 UN, 658;9ecr 5,477 S4Oe Seeebeee 
Pork. +... 4 deo 2%) BS Bek cao: 76.7% « 

Hams oS. SO 9s 771,980: = 


Beef and Veal: do : 28,104,760: 40,552,820: + 
Eggs, fresh :;Dozen : 29,692,500: 18,413,000: - 
‘Eggs,pickled + do <= 1,887,000: 5,639,000: 
Whole milk . :Pounds : 12,636,360: 11,340,340: 







ites 
— an 


= 
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% ESTIMATED It TCREASE IN TOMATO IMPORTS THROUGH NOGALES, MEXTCO- 


‘ 
“fe pee onaine to a report of the American Consul at Nogales, Mexico, 
" to the Bepartment of State, under date of March 26, it is estirated 
. that as high as 600 car loads of tomatoes, approxira tely BOG , 200 cranes, 
Will be exported to the United States through Nogales this spring. 


ia 
a) 
= 
t 
Pia | 
cS 
op) 
| 
a8) 
ta 


- : REPORTED EXPANSION OF EVAPORATED FRUI 
e . IN GERMANY EXAGGERATED 









































) . Report of Americ ae ee. Corsul in Charge at Rotterdam to 
A , Department cf State fe under dats of February 2° 
“Referring to Depertment's instruction relative +0 inform- 
pet <% ation waicn has reached certain American exporters of evap- 
zi oreted fruits to she effect that Germany has been largely 


mb et 8: increasing the mucver 92 Hor Orcierds . especahiiy as 

apples, and has aiso exnanced ker dehydration facto*ies, 0 

tom ts at heavy expor. ations 
bee 


arm extent: which foreshadows attems ts 
~ ae of evaporated apy ort! tiat I 
' have Lenten caption! with leading dealars and importers o1 
fruits at Retterdam, and have been a 

rea cae the. Ain 
exaggerated. 


Tt Seve" the honor to 3: 


© 

& | 
TS 
i 
@ 
a 
“ 


@ a: 
re 


information wnivh nas 
tion has been greatly 


‘ "One of my phe ety unvgowudte aly the leading importer 
of fresh and atiea fruits in Rotterdam, states that, al- 

: though he undersiwnds that even Rerore the war Germany had 

commenced to increase the number of her orchards, especially 


as to apples, and to expand her ce hydration factcries 
increase. is not very likely to be conne: be 
tion of evaporated epples, as the apple crop in Germany 
always been so sra%l that the country in prewar days, was 
obliged to import large quantities from Holland, the Unite 
states, and other foreign countries for heme consumption. 
_ My informant further definitely states that Germany has not 
yet been exporting evaforated or d-ied apples, the more so 
. as last year's Axropear. crop of apples was very sire aoe , and 
= Weck of sutficien. servicizer in Germery very ra te S 
fected the cvep. In his opinion the surcpaan Pins 2s are not 
Suitable for the menu*accure of evaporated apples, eens Soa! 
the large percentage of moisture which they contain." 


Was 


The prewar fruit trade or the utned States with Germany 
it, as is shown by tne following table of the experts of fresh 
: its to Germany for 191<- heh 


0 ee, 


a 
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’ \ 
by the Unite ed * States ts Gormany 


Exports of Fruits d States to Gorm 
fer the Fiscal Ye ears Ended Sime 30, i9le = 1975 








mang oe a FSTE 2 See ee 
ipples (tarrels). loo S23: ie .oeet fr tes to 732: 
Oranges (boxes) : 308: 1,715: 2 ewes 
Pears ; $7,500: $456: $5,320: 








— ++ ee 


Dried Fruit 


A ne me = 














ee = 


Apples (pounds) : 27,598,72€: 17,970,592: 17,645,597: 108, us 
Apricots (pounds): 5,223,162: 7,806,944: 3,841,032: 289, 850° 
Peaches (pounds) : 927,878: 2,431,880: 1 Soe teas ae -4 
Primes (pounds) : 31,416,210: 49,084,901: 17,417,865: 1,100 
Raisins and cther: : : : 
dried grapes =: 813,870: 333,453: 45, 725: — = Sa 
_(powds) _ 


ee ae a ee en ET TT 





All Other Fruit, Green, Ripe, or Dried 


231, Tae? $15 3106, 6,109: 7 $126, 778+ $5,059 > $3,059 


FOOD PRICES IN FOLAND 


Butchers in Posen, Poland, pay $0.64 per pound for pork, and th 
maximum prices te the consumer are as follows: leg, f0.40 ae pound, 
and tack, $0.72; bacon and lard $6.86, cheps and icin $0.96. 

The new maximm prices of flcpr and bread, which went into — 
fect on February 3, are as follows: 


Rye bread: 
2-pound (2.2 lb. American) loavas . . . . . $0.13 


3-pound (3.3 1d.) lemwess. 6.6 ee ae 
arr Ub.) 2eaeeh. Yas ee ee 
Wheat bread: 

3 rolls weighing about 2.5 ounces each. . 
Wnole-meal bread, l-pound loawes........ &«.06 
Flour, retail 

Rye. 6 ses ene + cee oe Oe Cl ee ee 

Whee Wei 5 aes Soe eee de O72 
Flour, wholesale: . 

Rye. »- ..». +. « + 100 pownds (110 lbs.) 6.35558 

iy. ae ee eter ae do roe 

oy 
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PRICES OF FOODSTUFFS IN PORTUGAL 


The official fixed prices flor yarious foodstuffs in northern 
Portugal at present are as follows: 


eee eter Dit Ss $0.17 per pound Butter «..... .$0.54 per pound 
mugen... .. rat .23 per pound Bacon .......- .82 per pound 
Chickzpeas ..... .21 per pound ~Olive oil ' (59 per quart 
Beans ..... ee .22 per pound Codfish ...... .18 per pound 


Exports of Dairy Products from New York City During 
Week Ending April le 


(Compiled by Bureau of Markets at New York Custom House) 





>Manifests: 








D meer erdiip. = : Oleo- 
estination. :Examina- : Butter Seetscouea re: Cheese :Condensed : Ev'p'd =: Hggs 
eLone : (Pounds) : (Pounds): (Pounds) :Milk(Lb.) :Milk (Lb. ) (pe 
Pee a Osc 2, oe ar 6,950, 20 20,0) ae : 
: 5 ee es 258 ,OCO: — a 1, 549, 840: 4 Ri ope 345: i ee 
, ee a a Wh Oe a in wie Ot, 
Scandanavia : y oe ieee  U00y GIT = >.  * 910,060 5 ee 
ited King- ! : 
aR 599,217: 1Us,110: - - =.= : 7,107,051:1,957,575:153, 7 
Near East . : 4 : ey | LA ge re = = sic 5S aoe 
Central : ae : : = 
America . : 2 : oe ee ee 24 5G: 971,515 2,395 L56 
South America 2 : 19,355: 2602" Bay = 5a, 5 6, nee 
West Indies: 11 : 53,257: 2.534: 62,404: 43, 476: 5,250 210 
; ; 1 : 5, ouu: 2633 111,120; 14, 
ee esemcous i ee 0, OC Er oe 389: 5, 800: 102,435: 750 
ee ie) 22,049, 233: 3,679, 675 B61: 515,826: TaGEE “6a: 8,260, £91: 155, 200 
Total Sh tet eee ane "12-401, 50076, 715 101-2, ae iene ow ara al 1 334 0G 
_Janvary 1: Pe Ss ae 








' Gross weights given. 


REVISION OF STATISTICS ON FOODSTUFFS IN GERMANY 

On page 19 of Reports on Foreign Markets No. 2 the production of sugar 
yeets in 1914 was given as 10, $76,982 tons. This figure was published in the 
nomic Supplement to.the Review of the Foreign Press of the British War Office 
bruary 26. The Food Supplement of the same publication, issued March eg 
the official German figure as 16,375,9g2 tons, probably a correction of 
ner figure. There also exists 4 great variance in the statistics on the 
per acre of potatoes, 4s given in the two pu sblications. These differences 


n below, reduced to bushels per acre: 


ed as 





a. ok oe eee 
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1913 1914 1°15 1916 1617 1918 
Poonente Sinelonant 19152904 1919" 
-» €3.5 24.1 46.5 ° 26.0 ee eee 


Gated Feb. 25. 
food Supplement, 


datéd Mar. 3..... 237 202 . 226 134 — Soles 
The Food Supplement states that the later deta do not include” 


aa EP ae The average vield in Germany for 1¢19-1915-was 205. 


peroela per acre. It is therefore pene tiat the later data are 
Sorrections of those published in the E cegoric Supplement. 


gee. LIBRARY OF THE 
STATES RELATIONS SERVICE 
APR 29 1919 
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REPORTS ON FOREIGN MARKETS 
FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 


PAGE 


; PAGE = 
Trade Possibilities and Require- Prices of Beet Root and Sugar 
ments in Du atids eet nee A in France ite | ion Ppa ce eee 
List of Countries with Which Treaty Between Spain and Hng- 
Trade Has Been Resumed  ....---- 4 land. Provides for Importation 
a: of Spanish Fruit 2... Vas 
Further Relaxations in Export . 
Regulations for Shipments to Market for American Tobacco ......... aR 
Peeied and Dentark se 
Correct Guaranteed Price gor 
Restrictions on Internal Trade Canadian Wheat 2 .6-6ee ee 
in Agricultural Products Re- 
moved by JugO-SlAVS neces 5 Exterior Agricultural Trade 
; OL SLD CLL nen ee cane eeneneneencescseareeecnrcnneenseneetenee 138 
France Removes Restrictions on 
Importation Of SUgA@r n-ne 5 The Food Situation in Siberia .. alas 
Ocean Rates on Dairy Producus) .= 5 Market for Vegetable Seeds in 
a: Bee at ite Le Rat ae 
’ British Restrictions Removed 
on: Various Agricultural Increasing Demand for Flour in 
PLOGUCES -cescoressecsnsseersersseenenteensnsssessonecesanaeessrassterse 7 Bete Te toe nese rere 14 
Textile Raw Materials Situation Argentine Butter Bought by 
PH GOL MAMY cance ssceencneeeeccecnreenenneseecenenttesonesnnannanen t Breland. eee ae 14 
- Exportation of Apples from Exports of Dairy Products, 
120 sec ah: cas cee 10 Meats, and Meat Products from 
New York for Week Ending 
Cuban Sugar Warehouses Full .....-- 10 ps cg lal) es eae ree teeter aan 1 
NOTE 





7 sa. THESE REPORI'S ALL CONVERSIONS OF FOREIGN PRICES INTQ U. S. MONEY HAVE 
BEEN MADE AT THE PAR VALUE OF THE FOREIGN MONEYS WITHOUT REGARD TO CURRENT 


‘EXCHANGE. 
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TRADES POSSIBILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS IN FINLAND 
A remunerative trade in certain agricultural products probably 
can be established diract with Finland instead of througn intermediarae 
in other countries, as before the war, acégordinzg to tae Aner ia const iL 
at Helsingfors, in a rsaport ta the Department of State, under date of 
February 18, 1919. Excerpts from the report are given below: 


"Tinland's purchases from America have always been mais 
through local representatives of Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, 
English, and German agencies, and as these goods entered as 
imports from Christiania, Stockholm, Cepenhagen, Hull, Ham- 
burg, and Lubeck, official statistics show very lit ttle im- 
port of goods from the United States, although considerable 
quantities of American flour, cotton, tobacco, and agricul— 
tural implements have entared Finland through the above- 
mentioned intermediariss. I% is the opinior of the leading 
business men of this country that these intermediary agents 
can never recover their prewar market in Finland, and the. 
sincere hope is that all business between the United State 
and Finland will be done direct. Toward the fuifiilment of © 

such hops steps have already been taken to establish two 
steamer sarvices: one from Helsingfors and another from Abo, 
both with semi-monthly sailings. Present tentative plans 
have not yet materialized for lack of procurable tonnage. 

"But as there will be little export from Finland to the ~~ 
United States wmiess the market, for instence, in timber is 
abnormally chaapened by war-eceulula ted Stocks, or cheaver : 
processes in wood-pulp minufacture arrives, it will be neces- 
sary for these steamers to carry timber and paper to England 
and thers procure cargo to America. For the direct return 
trip eastward to Hslsingfors and Abo there should be an 
abundance of carge if Arerican exporters will give some little 
attention not only te Finland's own nesds but also to Finland 
as & back-door through which will go much of the snormous 
amowmt of soon-and-certain-to-be American goods inte Russia. 


a 


"Pinland, before the war, had... no direc 
connection with the United States or any ¢tner trans-Atlantic 


x 


country. ; 


< 


How to Increase Finnish-American Trade 


"In addition to direct steamer service, thera should be 
some organization established whereby American coods could be 
exhibited in Finland, and American exnorters should have rep-— 
resentatives speaking Finnish and Swedisi in the local markets 
Native Finns who know and sympathise with American bao <. 


and business methods would be the best, 













/ 
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a 


"Some years age American flour mills had a Finnish resi- 
dent agent in Hels Fors wno had local subagents in the 
larger towns. Sy means large quantities of American 
flour entered Finland; and as American millers gave deference 





a ee 


to Russian methods of grinding, this import replaced the Russian 
article toa large extent. ods 
"Before the war and before cereals were made liable to 
duty, flour was the chief import from the United States; next 
came pork, Dried fruit is sure to have 2 good opening in Fin- 
Jand, as all the stock is now exhausted, and it will be & long 4, 
time before any imports from the accustomed quarter of Central 
Europe can begin. Plums in great quantities at one time came 
from Bosnia. Raisins are mostly imported by direct steamers 
from Spain. 





‘No Statistics for American Imports 





Oey 18.00,-)6 regretted tnat no reliable figures can be 
obtained regarding imports from the United States into Fin- 
land, since statistics do not state the original export coun- 


3 try, but only the country from which the goods last came. ‘So, 
as American goods wore transnipped at Hull or Hamburg they were 


listed as English or German imoorts, respectively. 


Price Quotations and Credits 





E "Priess, if possible, shovla be quoted c. i. £,, vonougn- 
| Finnish importers have been advised that this is extremely dif- 
4 ficult for American firms because of transshipment. During the 
war shipments f.o.5,. to Finland have been much more numerous 
than c.i.f., but the f.o.b. quotations were always. to some port, 
- eych as Hull, Hamburg, or Copenhagen, with which Finland had 
direct steamer connections. 
"Under normal conditions the customry credit terms for 
American and English goods have been reimbursement in 90 days 
or 1 to 2.5 per cent cash discount against decuments. The Ger- 
vans have been granting credits of three to six months asainst 
is has been ascribed 











bills of exchange or open credit, and to tn 
the success of German goods in the Finnish market. Of course, 
American and English firms at times gave buyers accommo dat img 
credits, but only after a long business connection had estab- 
lished confidence. 
"D4 scounts have varied greatly; and though reduction as 

‘high as 90 per cent from standard price lists has been known, 
the quotations on colonial products, including grain, flour, 
and bacon, have always been net. 


e 
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Commercial Ratings 


"Theres are two institutions in Finland which furnish 
commercial ratings: O.Y. Credit at Tammerfors, with branch 
24 Helsingfors; and the Liikemiesten Tiadoranto Yhdistys, 
situated at 5 Mikonkatu, Helsingfors. They, however, as & 
ruls, give informtion only to members, though foreign firms 
may become members. All the large banks are able to give 
the financial standing cf Finnish firms and generally firms — 

. give banks as referances:’ 





LIS? OF COMTRIES WITH THICH TRADE HAS BEE RESUMED 


The War Trade Board published on April 2. 2% completa list of the 
comtries aid regions with whieh trade has been raced since the signin 
of the armistice, as ?ollows: . 


piheation 









Adriatic ports 

Alsace-Lermins Poland 
Black: Say Herts Rowmania 
Bulgaria Serbia 
Czecno-Slovakia Siberia 
Estaonia Syria 
Finland Turkey 


Torritery e4sieans to and 
' dependent upon the Ad 
-ports, ineluding - 


Gerran Austria 
~~ 


German Colonies 
Ocewied territory of Germany 


Territory included in line set Alvanita 

out in article 3 of the military Besnia ; 

clause of the Armistice Protos fa Croatia 

of November 3, 192).- Dales tia 

Liurembarg Herzegovina 

Mesopotamia Mont eat gro 
 Sleronts 





ee oe 


FURTHER PELAXATIONS IN EYSORT PROUTAT IONS FOR 
SHIPMENTS TO HOLLAND AND DENMARK 


The Tar Trade Board announced that further relamitiones have »b. 
tadg with reference to the exportation of the commeditise mentione 
te Helland snd Denmark, Applications for export licenses will mgt 
considered by the War Trade Board for the shipment of get he 
to the countries mantioned if accompanied by the vehi! = 
cata be Py 


aS! 








Reports on Foreign Markets No. 5 | Page 5 


HOLLAND:.. Butter; calves' stomachs and rennet; cheese; chicory; 
glucose; jams and marmalade; meats of all kinds and poultry; 
milk, condensed and powdered; seeds, pee Ets. spices; vegeta- 
bles. 


DENMARK: Chicory; meats of all kinds; vegetables. 


RESTRICTIONS ON INTERNAL TRADE IN AGRECULTURS AT, PRODUCTS REMOVED 
BY THE JUGO-SLAV GOVERNMENT 


The American Charge d’Affaires at Belgrade reported to the Depart- 
ment of State, under date of March 17, that the Council of Ministers of 
the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croatians, and Slovenes has removed the restric- 
tions on the free internal trade in the following agricultural products 
and machinery: Cereals and flour of all sorts; cattle, draft animals, and 

' fowls alive or slaughtered; meat, fresh, salted, or smoked; greases and 
dard; vegetables, grain, and seeds, ‘beans, potatoes, cabbages); fruits; 
and all fruit products (preserves, marmalades etc. e116 of all sorts; 
and all agricultural implements. 

The Interdiction against the free internal commerce in all other 
agricultural products not named above remains in effect. 












) >) 


FRANCE REMOVES RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATION OF SUGAR 


The following cablegram was received by the Departme: 
“under date of April 17, from the American Consul General at Paris: 
"Ministerial decree of April 14 abrogates those of 
August 5, 1914, and March 16, 1215, which prohibited tem-. 
porary importation of raw sugar ‘of foreign crigin. Uonse- 
ae such raw sugar for. refining, manufacture of choco- 
late confectionery, preserves, biscuits, cry caxzes, canned 
fruits, pore: and all products fer human consumption can 
now be temporarily imported for reexportation under special 
Berantes: pak goods will be reexported." 


‘OCEAN RATES ON DAIRY PRODUCTS 


The United States Shipping Board has quoted the following rates on 
G@airy products to the destinations shown: The rates are subject to con- 
firmation and’ are given herein as an te Ne only, approximating tne cost 
f _transportation. . - j 


ae . hae 


Freight Rates on Dairy P 


P> 





the Unit ae ea Stat tate 





aia.) a. ea 
Country or Port Commodity + 














Argentina Mille, (conden 
(Busnos Aires) ‘ svaporated, 


f . - 
: (dried) 


~sed Se. * 


or 


oS a ot: Sa ie do . 

Belgium ai 
‘ Antwerp) ; do 

Bazil r 
Rio de Janeiro . <”: do 7$ 
Santos .. eet do $05 
Rio Grarde do Sul : d ..$30, 

British Honduras ; i 
(Belize) do :$ 

India ie = Pag’ : 
(Calcutta; “Lo >Lombo) do °: 

Chili it 


-roduets 


teldad * 
not landed + 
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La 


froin in North Atlantic Ports oto 


Rate 


ic Feat o or $0.24 per 100 pounds.* 


Y foot 


_ 











(Antofagasta;Arica; ae eh RS ete + wake st a ae 
Valparaiso). ~ do ‘$$0.65 per cubic foot or $1.16 per 100 pownds. 
Goins . ... . .. + «. (MTT butter: Bey.2 ~ ; ' ; 
cheese. : 
Colombia ; Ps 7 
(Cartagena; Santa : 
Varta) se Milk... * Bess per. cubic. foot-~er £0. 794 per 100 por ma is 
Sosta Rica : 2 
(Port Limon), de $0. 432 per cubic foot, or $0. reli Bp ‘per: 100 pound 
Cuba ( [Butts er :$0.90 per 100 pounds. - 
F { Havana) : (Cheese :$1.09 per 100 pounds. 
:. (Milk > $0.64 per 100 pomds. 
) :.(Butter .:$0.47 per ania foot or $0. wi mek 100 po 
_ Dominican Republic '..: (Cheese. :$0.38 per cubie’foot or $0.68 per 100 pouné 
: (Milk : $0.38 per-cubic foot o sabi 68 per 100 poun 
Dutch East Indies . ‘Milk - :$25 * *% 
France ae Ce arene oN E 
ls 2 ‘Butter and: . Ses 
Milk  :$0.65 per cubic ‘foot or $2. 25. per 100 pounds 
Marseilles . gfe do :$0.85 per cubic foot or $1.60 per 100 Po ands 
RorthAfrica ....: Milk 7 $50 * “i 
Gibraltar ......: do > $0.85 per cubic foot or $1.60 per 100 pounds 
Greece "ate : + ee : > 
-Patras do 7 $50 * pene ; 







Ch a 2 


aioe 
or 







Salonica eee 
#*Per ton of 2,240 mp 
‘Weight or measurement 


» : O. or dried". = 


ae 


a ne 


D Gubic: feet, ee sia ie 
ry , Ship's option. 
“The word "milk" in Rows table should be construed os MIL 6 condensed, ev. 








tn 4d 
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Contry or Port : pecmeos lives nt ie? Rate. 











Haiti Fee oe oo a ee Butter - r > 190. Yo per cubic POGtie 
Honduras fe _ 


| Hongkong - freely a do: Eee 
_ Italy 2 Es ee Ee Ree ace 


|) Jamaica .. . eee ad fa renite ee " 
Dime sten) «<>. 2.4: eevee: cheese, . | 


Mean. YY Mlk $25 * 
| Netherlands ie . a 


| Panama, :(Butter  :$0.40 per 100 pounds, 


Philippine fetands res ex 
wee, Milk... $25°* 
Spain ‘ : 


Straits Settlements. : 
Coingapore)-. 4... ° do s$o5. * 
United Kingtom.. . . :Butter, cheese, 








“*Per ton Of. e, B10 Boca: r WO cubic feet, ship's option. 


[+*Weight or measur te nip! gs option. 


BRITISH RESTRICTIONS REMOVED On VARIOUS AGRICULTURAL PRODUCES: 


Reon dine S a cablegram to the eset tert. of State from the American. 
Consul General at London, dated April 18, the Board of Trade has removed the 
restrictions on the importation of bie leamet and, unpurified feathers for 
bedding and down. Cleaned and purified featners and down will be admitted - 


General licenses have been issued for cocoa powder, canned lobsters , 
crabs, prawns, shrimps, and oysters, and dried fruit. 


| TEXTILE RAW MATERIALS SITUATION IN GERMANY 


According to information from German sources, the textils industry of 
that country is being reestablished, although Hoek ES the ‘raw materials will 
have to be amor Lad; as in prewar years. 


(Porto. Sy . ae ‘Mile 3 g0.ue per cubic foot or $0.24 Ae as powids. 
(Genoa; Raptes) - ke | do B2f © Rotate! rontior $1260 ger 100 pounds. 
Daaeiiar ge ey ee per cubic foot oe $0.50 per 100 pounds. 
(Rotterdam) .... ge a $0.65 per cubic foot or $1.25 per 100 pounds. 


Cristobal; :(Milk - :$0.20°psr cubic foct or $0.40 per 100 pounds. 
eer. OY <. “et: (Cheese ~ 2g0,e0 per cubic foot or ¢o.40 per 100 pounds. 


Oparcelona);. ...: do :$0.95 per cubic foot or $1.85 per 100 pounds. 


x 


me 


** 


ee 
** 


** 


rand. wee : $0.50 per cubic foot or $1 per 100 _pounds.* 


to the extent of the imports in. 1913 and in proportionate monthly quantities. 
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In order to place the in ndus try on & firm basis as soon as ‘é possible, 
plenary powers have been given the Secretary of State for the Imperial — 
Economy Office in a decree issued on February 1.° Under the powers onan 
by this decree the entire control of the raw material is placed in the = 
hands of the Imperial Economy Office. Wit th the State Secretary rests the 
control of the comnercial and industrial supplies, distribution, utiliza- 
tion, storage, salesconsumption, and prices of the raw. materials for- the 
textile industry, 4s well as of semi- or wholly manufactured textiles. ~ 

According to a statement of the President of ‘the National Office _ 
for Textile Plants, the following table represents: the average. se pres 
war imports of raw mterials by paoneee 


Cotton, Aes) Saas ~ U86,000- Conee 
Woah 2° Be te eo sete ce “182,000: tons*® _ 
TOCA on oe pe ere ek “154,000 tons* 
lax a) ge ee ae 51,000 tons* 
Hemp ret oa er ae 55,000 tons* 
Soe: Se | ae ae ee 31, 000. tens* 
Sidley Ulct os te ene. __4 000 tons* 

TG Td) Sv kts . 963,000 ‘tons* 

ts * 1 ton= 2,204.6 memnds. 


The same official ‘stated recently that under present conditions » : 
at least 700,000 tons will be needed: _ oo 3 hee ; 
According to the Imerial Economy Office’ the domastic yield of 

raw materials for the manufacture of textiles before the war was small, 
The wool shearing produced about 7,000 tons ire flax, 20,000 tons; = 
hemp about 2,000 tons y 
Germany had ey depend largely therefore on the importation of x 
materials. For instance, before ths war Germany was the second largest 
market for American cotton, in 1914 taking 30.3 per cent (including re- 
xports) ‘of the total exports of that.commadity. Germany was the large st 
foreign market for the. lowest gikides,. the marketing of which now pressqa 
a serious prodlem in the United States. As imports probably ‘cannot | 
made in large quantities for’ some time, . German taxtile: canta ‘Cor 
sider that the situation is very grave, for the” aadas Sry SPAT nearly 
2,000,000 persons. : 
The American Consul-at Zurich, Swi tzerland, farspoaun ‘to the De 
partment of State, under date of January 31, 1919, a statement made by 
the head of the War Raw Materials Department of Garmany to the "Konfek- 
tionar" that on January 31 there were on hand in the Departments for War 
and Raw rete? Sor release to the industry, approximately 25 per cent 
of the quantity of wool and 15 per cent of tha quantity of cotton avail- 
able in 1913. “The release.9f this supply (if it actually exists) will — 
provide sufficient material for the textile industry for four or five 
months, according to the War Raw Materials Department. 
‘In order to provide for the protection of tne industry after | 
period, various measures have been planned. It is said that the acr 
of fiber plants will be increased. It is estimated that peditonhves 2 m fee 
2 Aner acres of textile plants will produce sufficient fiber t to balan 
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any shortage ia teoorts, The Paes ident of the National Office for Tex- 
tile Plants stated on Decembe 28, 1918, that "the old objection that 
cotton is essential to ee is vetia’ no tonger, as hemp and flax can 


bettreated to form 4 perfect substitute for cotton; and the point now 1s 
Zo Obtain. sufficient eater the particular kind of fiber being quite a 
subsidiary consideration, ' 
Aceording to the German Aericul tural Society, the area in flax 
increased from 29,500 acres in 191% to 123,500 in 1918, and the latter 
figure would be doubled in 1919. From each acre in flax, 500 pounds of 
fiber, and 55 pounds of flax cseed are produced. The chief sources of the 
flax supply before the war were Belgium and Russia. In order to meet 
the needs of Germany. without imports, it is astimated that at least 740, - 
000 acres of flax must .be placed under cultivation. However, .an estimate 
published 6n February 16, stated that 160,550 acres were in flax. ‘Large 
quantities, therefore, ilk have.to be imported, coe 
The Society is authority for the statement that from 1915 to 1918 
the area of hemp increased from 988 to 10, eo; acres. But in order te 
meet the domestic needs, it is estimated that the area would ha ve to be 
nereased to 1,852,500 acres. The yield is said to be from 900 to 1,000 
pounds of fiber per acre. In 1918 the nettle yielded 200 tons of Iiber, 
peat 2,000 tons, and the thistle 100 tons. 
During the war.,. when Germany had exhausted mi bora’ supply of raw cot- 
ton, substitutes of various Kinds made their appearance. The most impor- 
tant - of these was paper yarn, and for some time it was thought to make 
a perfect substitute for cotton. However, clothing and many other ar-. 
ticles made from the paper yarn did not prove satisfactory. . The German 
people unwillingly accepted such articles. As the “Konfektionar" puts 
it, "The German public. declines to eat at tables covered,with paper 
fabric." It appears. satisfactory only.for the manufacture of sacks, 
pets, beltings, and like articles. which are not to be washed. (ek: ae 
evident, therefore; that.paper yarn will not compete with cotton, in a 
material way, = — 
‘According toa statement of. the Imperial Economy Office in 
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung ,. February. eae beens by working up rags and 
_wagte, 33, 000 -tons of substi tute: cotton -and. 25,000. tons of. subs.ti tute 
wool were: produced during the war. During 1918, manufacturers. of a, go- 
called synthetic staple fives produced 7,000 tons.. Spinning pepe and 
spinning yarns showed a yearly. outout of 150, 000 tons. ee xa oh 
; Even with an increased production of vogetable fibers, the domestic 
— wants of Germany can not be met, and therefore the resumption of the 
textile industry on anything like. the prewar basis will depend upon ; the 
amounts of raw materials which caa ‘be imported. 
Since January 1, 1919, permits have been required for the 
tion of raw materials. A fee is charged by the Imperial Office 5 
tile Administration amounting to 1 mark’ ($0,233) for raw materials valued 
at 1 1000 marks ($238) or less, the minimum fea being 3 marks ($0. 714). 
An official order 4esued on February 25, effected large. increases 
in the Deas as. of eae) These, increases, yeread from os = to $1.08 per 
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“pound, The prices of weshed wool per pound, including the washing fee — . 
to the sheep owner, are as follows: A 


in f 


Quality. "New Price Former price 


é ABBA 6 3.8 oe bye 8 ee ee eee $1.64 
ee A ye O28 anata ee 1.40 
B ae 1.00") (2.00 <, oe 1.24 
Goss we Pes ps ee a 1.07 
D ieee a 1 58h ees 88 
E ak ee a Mee Be eee Re 


If the seller is not the owner of the sheep, the above prices 
are increased 3 per cent. The sheep owner may now retain, without mak- 
ing special application; 2:2 pounds of unwashed wool: if he has only one 
sheep, and a maximum of 55 pounds for more than 200- sheep, provided ue 
the balance of the wool is eran w. fy 


EXPORTATION: OF APPLES: FROM. AUSTRALASIA 

hate a to the Canadian Weekly Bulletin, dated April 7, 1919, 
up to the first of April the British Government had arranged for the 
shipment of 624,000 cases of apples from Australasia, five-sixths of 
.._.. Which will be moved from Tasmania. The freight rate per case to the 
"= - United Kingdom is to be $1.84 per case. The maximum retail price in the 
English market has been fixed at $4.63 per-case of 37 pounds and $5.07 
“per case of YO powds. If sufficient refrigerator space is obtained os 
during March and April, which would be in time for the market this season 
at London, the indications are that later in the year the. domestic mar- 
kets of Australia will be bare of supplies. The production for 1919 in | 
Tasmania has been good, but the-crop in Australia is considerably belamg 
the normal yield: the production in New South Wales is insufficient fo 
domestic requirements; South Australia is practically out of the market; 
and the crops-of Victoria and Western Australia are reported to be fair. 
with only a limited quantity for export. Therefore, probably it my ©: 
reasonable to expect that the embargo against the importation of apples 
into Australia, which is still in effect, my be. removed in time to per- 
~ mit: the importations from America from the crop of this year. 


- . ‘ 


‘7 





~ cuRAY SUGAR Qe ec FULL 


‘ The pe ee an State receded: a ‘cablegram from Hon, W. Hv 
‘ Gonzales, American Minister-to Cuba, under date of April 11, to the ef- 
fect that Cuban sugar warehouses both at ports and plantations are con- 
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gested. The report indicates that there is urgent need at the planta- 
tions for empty barreis now stored in the port warehouses... Their re- 
mowal will also make rcom for the plantation stocks, as the mills will 
be wmable to. grind the cane after the storage space nas become aa ees 


PRICES OF BEET ROOT AND SUGAR oe FRANCE 


The Minister of Agriculture has fixed the. minimum price of beet 
Hoou with a density of 7.5° at $14.57 — ton. For each 0.1° above 7.5° 
$0. 15 BU is added, for each 0.1° below .7.5° down to 7°, $0.154 is sub~- 
tracted. The Minister ee the manufacturers not to charge more 
ne $0.339 per pound for sugar -t : 


TREATY BETWEEN SPAIN AND ENGLAND PROVIDES FOR 
IMPORTATION OF SPANISH FRUIT 


According to cablegrams received. from Horn. J. E, Willard, Ameri- 
can Ambassador to Spain, under dates of April 13 and 17, & treaty has 
been concluded between the British and GSeanish Governments whereby (1) 

@ loan of 75,000,000 pesetas ($14,475,000) at-5 per cent is made to Spain; 
(2) the importation of Spanish fruit into the United Kingdom is allowed; 
and (3) the Cortina convention is reestablished pe ermitting the exporta- 
tion to Spain of a minimm of 150,000 tons of coal morthly at a maximm 
guaranteed price of 25.13 pesetas ($4.59 per ee Spain is to have the 
benefit of any reduction in price of coal. é ne 

During the five years preceding the war the total quantity of 
oranges ate by the United Kingdom averaged approximately 9,908,500 
boxes per year, estimated in terms of the Spanish crate of 64 pounds. Of 
this amount Spain supplied annwally an average-of &, 234,710 boxes, or 83 
per cent of the total imports of oranges by the United Kingdom. 

For the season of 1918-19 up to March 22, 1919, Spain exported to 
the United Kingdom 1,679,230 boxes of oranges. 


epee te eneh herp gem emer an 


MARKET FOR AMERICAN TOBACCO 


The American Consul at Teneriffe, Canary Islands, reported to the 
Department of State, under date of February 3, that. the tobacco industry 
in the islands is growing rapidly, and that American tobacco is in demand, 
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"There now seens an unususl opportumity to extend direct 
sales of American tobaccu along several lines especially suit 
ed for the growing neeis of the Canary Isiand cigar and cigar= 
ette factories. This demand has increased largely within the 
past few months. 

"Seven new factories nave been established in Santa Cruz. J 
Ge Teneriffe since the signing of the armistice on November 
iitk, 1918. Much of. the pa pe has deen contracted for by the 
French army authorities, and large orders are now held by 
Canary Island factories bas the Spanish military forces in . 
Morocco. The growth of this business has given employment to 
Several thousand women, and local firms now claim to be pre~ -% 
paring for a largely increased output in 1919. 

"There is a heavy derand for "scrap" tobacco "fi ller" or 
"lugs" and what is known as "type 26" of Kentucky tobacco. .  ~ 
Scrap tobacco has been scarce with prices rumning between $18. 20 
and $19.50 the hundred pounds. Direct shipments have now taken 
the place of the prewar indirect seit Aast ou through Liverpaeaa 
England, and Hamburg, Germany. : 

"In making sales, particular care Sein be taken to se- 
cure a sales contract, carefully tested to suit lecal legal 
requirements, as American firms had serious losses by failing 
to attend to this detail . 

"Qualities -now npated in this market include Kentucky 
twist ("engariliado") and loese leaf stock ready for cutting, ~ 
and packed in bales of about 2,000 pouds avoirdupois. The - 
"twist" is desired in lengths from 25 .to 30 inches, and packed 
in hogshead shooks of about 1,900 pounds avoirdmois: Seed- 
leaf stocks for cigar wrappers are now being sought for, and ~ 
are preferably shipped as case goods, rmmning about 300 pounds - 
avoirdupois the package. x 

' "There is also a small tut steady demand for Porto Rico: | 
Cigar-stock." ‘ 


’ 


A list of the importers of tobacco in the Canary Islands, which 


was forwarded witha the report, may be had sei application to the D re 
of Markets. ; 





CORRECT GUARANTEED FRIOE OF CANADIAN WHEAT 

On page & of Reports om Porsie@? Markets No. 2 + a marenkoany 

, price of wheat in Canada was printed as $2, 45 per tushe - The corre 
aia. fixed price is $2.245 per bushel. bi ge rr : 


«= 
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EXTERIOR AGRICULTURAL TRADE OF SIBERIA 


The Department of State received a report from the American Con- 
sul on Detail at Vladivostok’. under date of January 25, relative to 
the exterior trade of Siberia. ; 

Owing to the lack of railway transportation facilities, Siberian 
shipping men believe that there will be no appreciable exports to America 
for at least six months, and possibly eighteen months. Without-a radical 

improvement in the railway service both exports and imports will remain 
“restricted, particularly as the Vladivostok. warehouses are congested. 

The following estimates of the exterior trade of Siberian ports 

for 1919 have been made by the Siberian cooperative organizations: 


Estimated Exports from Siberia in 1919 (tons of 2,000 pounds) 


pe nn rn ant a A CL 





te Cn ees 000 7 Wool... 4g + + + «+f, 200 
3. Bares ao egy Roe Meats Dae et Oy, 1; 800": Bristies and‘ hair: < 900 
| Flax and Fibres. . .. «| Broce. Teter nutes... s-. 1,800 


Feathers and down . 60 
Estimated Imports by Siberia “in 1919. (tons-of 2,000 pounds) 
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THE FCOD SITUATION IN SIBERIA . 
The removal of the restrictions on the sale of grain in Siberia 
has been announced by the Government at Omsk, according to a report. to 
the Department of State; under date of January 25, 1919, from the Ameri- 
can Consul on Detail at Viladivostox::. The Government stated that it 
would not be necessary, therefore, to assign foodstuffs to the various. 
localities. As a result. of this announcement the Siberian cooperative 
-organizations made larger purchases and wider distribution. of foodstuifs. 
Notwithstanding the activities of these volunteer organizations, the 
Government has not found it possible to. relinquish’ entire control of the 
food supply. 2 nh 
On January 21 the Ministry of Food Supply announced that commis- 

sions would be sent to Mongolia and Australia to purchase cattle, meat, 
lard and other animal products for the army and the civil population. 
aa In-order -to.provide.- ufficient cereal foodstuffs, it.was reported 
‘that all mills producing 4 ton or more cereals a day, would’ be taken” 
over by the Ministry of Food Supply. It was reported that a-general plan 
of storing supplies for a year’ was being worked out, and that: GO ;000 00 


roubles ($30,960,000) had been assigned for the purchase of food supplies. 
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On Scvember.1, 1918, the price of sugar was increased from 56.8 to 20C 


1S13 
roubles per pood ($0.81 to $2.87 per pound) by the Siberian authorities 


MARKET FOR VEGETABLE SEEDS IN SIBERIA 


In a report to the Department of State, dated Jamary 25, from 
the American Consul on Detail at Viadi vostok, a scarcity of vegetable ‘2 
seeds exists in Siberia, and Japanese ‘seedmen are receiving large orders 
Seeds were formerly imported by Sivéria from the Netherlands and Denne rk 
In the opinion of the Consul, an opportunity exists for American seedmer 
to establish a profitable trade. 


INCREASING DEMAND FOR FLOUR IN JAPAN 


According to a recent report from the American: Gs nsul Generel at 
Yokohama, dapén, to the Department of State, demand for wheat flour is in 
creasing gradual ly owing.to the steady rise in the price of rice. The 
consumption of flour in Tokyo, Yokohama, and other districts of eastern 
Japan during 1918 was about 300,000 bags a month,-but since the beginning 
of 1919, the demand has exceeded 500,000 bags. On February 15 the supply 
of flour in these localities was only 450,000 bags. 

The prices’ of wheat and wheat flour show no signs of decreasing, 
although the Japanese Government is sponsor for bills introduced in the — 
Japanese Diet providing for the entrance of wheat flour free of duty, and 
for the lowering of the duty on imports of wheat. During the latter pa 
of February, the quotations on the Tokyo tlarket for future deliveries of 
wheat were as follows: March, $2.24; April, $2.22; and May, $2.17 per bag 
Persons well informed on the subject express the view that high prices 
for rice will be maintained throughout 1919, and that wheat will remain 
high, irrespective of the  RESAEES of laws reducing the import duties. 
The consumption of wheat by the millers up to the first of July, when 
the’new crop is ready, will. exceed 8,702,000 tushels. Much of this s pp. 
will have to be imported, and the only available sources at the present 
time are Australia, Manchuria, and Tsingtau, Caina. The Chino-Japanese 
treaty of September, 1918, provides, among other things, that China sha] Ml 
furnish Japan with 100,000 tons, or 3,733,333 bushels, of wheat a year. Us 
to February 15, half of this amount had been imported by Japan, leaving 
a balance of 50,000 tons yet to come. 4 


ARGENTINE BUTTER BOUGHT BY ENGLAND 


According to the Canadian Weekly Bulletin, dated April 7, 1918, 
British Government has contracted for virtually the entire’ export produc. 
tion of butter of Argentina until the end of 1919 at a price of about 
' $0.328 per pound. (See also Reports on Foreign Markets No. 4, page 10.) 
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Exports of Dairy Products, ,Meats, 
New York City , During Week 


nad Meat Products from 
tie April, 19). 








DAIRY PRODUCTS* 


—— 














Oleo- 
Destination Butter ‘imargarine: Cheese sae: Ey'p’d = Bees 
(Pounds) : (Pounds): (Pounds) : Milk (1b.): Milk (1b.) (Doz.) be 
Selgivum --- : --- --- pe 003 , O72: --- faa Ae. 
: France 243 5°) eee 15,794: bh 7s 5568: 1, 685, 870: ae 
| Italy — : a ce ae : 330,000: --- ae Meee 
| Scandinavia — Lior 297 360,268 60,000: 65,000: --- 
United : : ; 
Kingdom 50, as 2,745,348: 554,900: 306,790 
Near East --- : --- ~--- -~- ---+ See 
Central : ; : : 
America CROpG oO 100s Le, 2515 12,639: 262,649: --- 
South : : : 
America 16ece5.= a----. % BrO0G: Po MG2: baie == 
: West Indies 10,500: 1,000: 18,310: 973,972: 147,485: --- 
fs. Africa --- : --- 200 =---- : 13,200: --- 1 
q fate Wiensous: al _ ee 636 63h: 5 469, (eer — 
Total pele 250,597: 469 , 689:16,855,725:8,197,083: 306,790 
Total since : : : : . 
January me 40g, 766. 6,olu,098:2, 485,932: LOS sOeO aL 71,640,790 


MEATS AND MEAT PRODUCTS** 


Commodity > Weekly exports : Total since Jan. 1 
Beer: ioe ue Tounds 

Fresh or frozen .. 3 253, 497 57,219, ol3 

Canned and pickled : T1959 316 53,369,084 

Lamb and mutton ..:..: 22,400 430,905 

Perk: 
Fresh or frozen . 144 313 24,999,170 
Dry, salt, and 

‘ Dickled vee. nay: 2 432,757 287 ,593 , 568 
Bacon, hams, and : 

shoulders ....---! ey rhe pees A155 4,635 

CP AEpOgee he ae ees 373,849 5, 292, 626 

Poultry and game ....: o° <200 1,774,280 
Lard and lard com- : 

pounds... pe 3595905 US FoI BETS 








Manifests pending examination: Belgium 2* France 
United Kingdom 7; Central America ¢,; south 
Miscellaneous 11; total 54. 

Gross weights given. 


* Gross weights given. 
fo etal y. 1: Scandinavia 5; 
lnierica 4. West Indies 16; 

* Manifes ts pending examination: 544. 
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